
Master of Fine Arts
in Studio Art
Make. Build. Create. Engage at MECA.



MECA’s low-residency MFA in Studio Art
is among the first of its kind in the 
nation and is fundamentally grounded 
in maintaining a vibrant studio practice. 
Our educational philosophy is rooted 
in providing each student with a 
transformative learning experience that 
emphasizes research, experimentation, 
reflection, collaboration, and problem-
solving within a rigorous studio practice. 
Graduate study at MECA offers an 
immersive, interdisciplinary, and supportive 
learning environment for artists who are 
passionate about taking risks, thinking 
critically, and advancing their careers. 

Rachel Herrick MFA ’11, Tobacco Baby, hand-cured tobacco, vintage christening gown, 18” x 11” x 6” 2010



 PROGRAM STRUCTURE
Our low-residency structure is designed to provide 
experienced artists the ability and independence to maintain 
their ongoing careers while earning an MFA. We support 
flexibility and the pursuit of a sustainable professional practice 
by offering two years of in-depth structured course and studio 
work with periods of on and off campus study. 

The academic year begins in June with an eight-week on-
campus summer intensive. Summer and winter residencies 
in Maine provide the valuable experience of group interaction, 
shared studio experience, and feedback from faculty, peers, 
and nationally/internationally known visiting artists. 

Fall and spring semesters, experienced from any home studio 
location, foster rigorous studies guided by a team of faculty. 
From their home studios, students work one-on-one with an 
individual studio advisor who is specifically selected to 

support and critique the development of their work. Core 
faculty use a dynamic teaching website to deliver relevant and 
topical academic courses that are supplemented by podcast 
lectures, discussion forums, self-directed research and 
personal conversation.

 EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
At MECA, we believe in the transformational power of an arts 
education to serve as the foundation for a lifelong pursuit of 
personal and professional goals. As educators and artists, 
our philosophy is built on the premise that there is a growing 
demand for creative problem solvers who understand the 
importance of research, exploration, reflection, collaboration, 
and thinking beyond traditional boundaries. Our students 
discover and build on their own unique creative process through 
immersive studio practice.

Clockwise from top left: Julie Gray MFA ’12, American Flyers, cross-stitch, 2012 | Wendy Love MFA ’12, Encasement, watercolor and collage on paper, 22” x 30”, 2012 | 
Manjiree Manolkar MFA ’12, Power: Beauty, ink on mylar, 2012 | Jarrett Mellenbruch, MFA’14, Still Life, wood, steel, string, and shoe soles found in ocean, 24” x 24” x 64”, 
2012 | Jarrett Mellenbruch, MFA’14 in a critique, summer intensive 2012

Shirah Neuman, MFA ’12, Clouds, (cropped), 24” x 24”, oil on panel, 2012, courtesy of Aucocisco Galleries

“The concentrated focus required during the 8 week summer session also showed me what 
I was capable of, and was a time of intense inspiration. The challenging program and truly 
fantastic faculty helped set a new benchmark for me in productivity and exploration of 
new ideas. I’m back at work in my own studio with greater perspective and excited about 
integrating the fall trimester’s studies into my professional practice.”
Jarrett Mellenbruch, ’MFA 14 | Kansas City, Kansas | jarrettmellenbruch.com



 PORTLAND MAINE
(AND BEYOND)
For more than two centuries, artists have 
chosen Maine as a place to gather and 
work. Drawn by Maine’s rugged beauty 
and reputation for fierce individualism, 
artists in Maine are still pushing the 
boundaries of aesthetics, social 
engagement and individual practice. At 
MECA we take pride in Maine’s unique 
heritage as a site for inspiration and 
inquiry, and our students and faculty 
carry on and contribute to this heritage.

Voted one of the top 10 art towns in the 
country and America’s most livable city, 
Portland is a creative urban center on 
the coast of the Atlantic Ocean. On the 
first Friday of every month, more than 
70 galleries and studios open their doors 
for Art Walk. A pedestrian friendly city, 
Portland is filled with historic buildings, 
distinct neighborhoods, independent 
businesses, and local restaurants. 
Stunning beaches, state parks and 
nature preserves are located only 10 
minutes away.       

 PORTLAND IS A 
DESTINATION fOR ART
AND CULTURE SEEkERS

“America’s Hippest Hipster 
Neighborhoods”
Forbes Magazine

“#1 Most Livable City”
Forbes Magazine

“Most Blissful City to Visit”
self.com

“Coolest Small City in America”
GQ Magazine

“Top College City”
 American Institute for Economic 
Research

“Best Town in the East”
Outside Magazine

“Foodiest Small Town”
Bon Appetit Magazine

“Top Fun Cities in the Country”
Portfolio

“Top Green City”
Organic Gardening Magazine

“Best City for Mid-Level 
Professionals”
Kiplinger’s

“Hottest Cities for Entrepreneurs”
Inc Magazine

“Top 10 Art Towns in America”
America’s Best Art Towns

“America’s Best Farmers Markets”
Travel and Leisure 

 COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
MECA is an institution that believes 
in nourishing and sustaining the 
creative evolution of our communities: 
by engaging with others through art, 
we enhance our own lives. Our MFA 
program focuses on the importance of 
becoming the inventive, skilled, self-
disciplined, culture-creating citizens 
upon whom our world depends.

 ACCESS TO EXCEPTIONAL 
fACILITIES, RESOURCES, 
AND SPACE
The summer residency takes place in 
the historic five-floor Porteous Building, 
which provides 200,000 square-feet 
of academic classrooms, computer 
labs, studio facilities, and administrative 
services. Every student is given 24/7 
access to individual studio space and 
specialized labs. 

Also located in the Porteous Building, 
the Institute of Contemporary Art 
at MECA serves a critical regional 
role in its commitment to presenting 
contemporary, provocative work by living 
artists from Maine and around the globe. 

The Joanne Waxman Library is one of
the largest independent libraries in 
Northern New England and a major 
resource for the region.

 PROfESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
Graduate students at MECA understand 
the dynamic relationship that exists 
between art and business – and 
are provided the necessary tools, 
environment, and skills to achieve a 
successful balance. MECA’s Artists 
at Work initiative connects students 
and alumni with civic and professional 
development opportunities including 
internships, commissions, residencies, 
community partnerships, and jobs. 
MECA’s MFA program encourages the 
transformation of aspirations and values 
into a creative practice that serves as 
the foundation for a rewarding career.

Summer MFA faculty Katarina Weslien views the work of Carlos Pileggi, MFA ’14, for critique. Photograph by Rachel Katz MFA ’00.

“… I characterize MECA as largely experimental,
pantheistic, post-disciplinary, and surprisingly supportive.”
Marina Eckler, MFA ’13 | Colorado Springs | marinaeckler.com



 fACULTY EXCELLENCE 
MECA students work closely with 
seasoned faculty mentors who are 
highly-accomplished in their own field. 
Our faculty take pride in getting to know 
each student are the core of MECA’s 
educational experience. Professors 
bring extensive academic, career, and 
life experience into the classroom and 
studio while striving to actualize the 
highest potential of each student.

 NON-RESIDENT
STUDIO ADVISORS
During the Fall and Spring trimesters, 
each student is carefully paired with a 
studio advisor from their home location. 
With over a decade of experience, the 
program has established an extensive 
network of studio advisors across North 
America and abroad, and are able to 
support students living in any location. 
While many of our instructors are 
practicing studio artists, we are
committed to exploring other disciplinary 
perspectives through faculty whose 
research areas lie outside the arts 
Advisors meet one-on-one with students in 
their personal studios to offer mentorship, 
critique, and feedback.

“As a visiting artist, I was very impressed by the quality and diversity of work being 
produced. I saw invaluable community and an atmosphere of serious and considered 
criticism. I’m sure this very intensive environment is not right for every student, but the 
students I met were all very engaged and excited to be in their studios making work. I had 
a great time in Portland and left with enthusiasm for the program.

For the following school year I acted as Studio Advisor for a MECA student. This was an 
intense year as we met regularly to look at her various projects and discuss how she should 
proceed to accomplish her goals. We had a huge amount of contact hours over the two 
semesters and it was both challenging and a great joy to see her work evolve.
Lee Boroson NRSA + Visiting Artist | Brooklyn, NY | leeboronson.com

2012
Radcliffe Bailey
Francis Cape
Amze Emmons
Stanya Kahn
Michael Kimmelman
Beth Lipman
Denise Markonish
Anne Wilson

2011
Lee Boroson
Hamish Fulton
Elllie Ga
Juan Logan
Allan McCollum
Sina Najafi
Lisi Raskin
Anne West

2010
Lois Andison
Regine Basha
Harry Gamboa Jr.
Hope Ginsburg
Bernie Miller
Jeanne Randolph
Kenneth White
Kit White

2009
Paul Butler
Brian Dunn
Jonah Freeman
Amelia Jones
Ken Lum
Benny Nemerofsky Ramsay
Jane Wildgoose

2008
Martha Buskirk
Brian Conley
Nina Katchadourian
Jason Lewis
Karyn Olivier
Mark Wethli
Amy Yoes

2007
Bracha L. Ettinger
Mary Flanagan
Charlie Hewitt
Ernesto Pujol
Joan Retallack
Lawrence Rinder
John Schmor
Hamza Walker

2006
Chuck Agro
Gideon Bok
Daniel Bozhkov
Michelle Grabner
Mary Jane Jacob
Tom Leeser
Alison Saar
Jason Simon
Allison Smith

 VISITING ARTISTS
Each summer the MFA program brings at least eight nationally and internationally 
known artists to lecture, teach, curate, and critique with students during an 
interdisciplinary summer intensive. A sample of recent visiting artists include:

Amze Emmons, Visiting Artist 2012, Assets Based Approach, graphite, gouache, acrylic on panel, 20” x 24”, 2010 | Francis Cape, Visiting Artist 2012, Dining Chair, South 
Solon, ME, 2009 | Lee Boroson, Visiting Artist 2012, Canopy, 2010, dimensions variable, (12 feet height), silicone coated nylon fabric, blowers, wood. Project is built as 
three separate “plumes” that connect in a crypt-like structure when installed.



 HOW TO APPLY
Priority deadline is February 15 followed 
by rolling admissions. A detailed list 
of materials required to complete an 
application to the MECA Master of Fine 
Arts in Studio Arts can be found online 
at meca.edu/apply.

 “I came to MECA not only to fulfill my long time goal of pursuing an MFA degree, but 
to become a better artist and teacher. While not required, I moved to Portland for the 
program in order to immerse myself within the MECA and Portland arts community. I 
needed a bustling but manageable artistic city to spark my practice into action, and 
thank goodness, it’s exactly what I found. MECA is a small community that encompasses 
large ideas, encourages self motivation and determination to pursue your personal goals 
as a professional artist, teacher, and more. Coming to Portland has reinforced my idea 
of community: every single person is integral to the healthy life of the whole. Artists are 
essential to a healthy community – we are the problem solvers! MECA has allowed me the 
freedom to discover my artistic practice but also has been supportive of every hair brained 
scheme I have; The faculty, administration and students, BFA and MFA alike, are there to 
support you, in success and beautiful failure. The beauty of a small school is that we can 
BBQ with the president, put a bee hive on the roof as an art project, and meet incredible 
artists, all in one day!”
Pilar Nadal | Portland, Maine | pilarnadal.org

Clockwise from top left: Pilar Nadal MFA ’13 tk | Stacy Howe MFA ’10, Shaved, charcoal, pencil and ink, 10” x 7”, 2012 | Leeanna Morris MFA ’14, Exploring Blue, RIT dye 
on paper, variable dimensions, 2012

Sarah Pedry Obuchowski, MFA ’11, Summer Studio 2012, carding wool for felt | Angela Warren, MFA ’11, Summer 2010 (painting) studio. Photographs by Bryan Bruchman.

 fINANCIAL AID, SCHOLARSHIPS, MERIT-GRANTS,
AND LOANS
MECA offers several types of financial aid to help offset the costs of tuition and fees. Aid 
is in the form of merit grants and federal loans, teaching assistantships, scholarships, 
and work-study opportunities. 100% of MFA students receive at least one type of grant 
aid. The Graduate Committee awards grants to new and returning students on the basis 
of merit and all students are eligible to apply. For more information on scholarships, 
financial aid, and federal loan options, contact finaid@meca.edu.



CONTACT US
Our office hours are: 

Monday – Friday
9:00am – 5:00pm (EST)

800.699.1509
mfa@meca.edu
meca.edu/mfa

Please contact mfa@meca.edu or visit meca.edu/mfa for more information on
MECA’s Graduate program degree requirements, curriculum, financial aid, scholarship

opportunities, housing, tuition, and application process.

Email visit@meca.edu to schedule a personalized campus tour.

For more info, visit our website: meca.edu/mfa

On the cover: Alisha Gould, MFA’10, Parallax no. 4, 21k gold leaf, perforations and pencil on paper, 20” x 20”, 2011


