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summer + fall 2014
published twice a year, the goal of this 
publication is to instill institutional pride 
by informing and engaging students, 
alumni, faculty, staff, trustees and 
friends of the meCa community about 
exciting developments on campus and 
around the world. We encourage you 
to submit feedback, news, class notes 
and story ideas for consideration to 
news@meca.edu.

educating artists for life
frOm presiDeNT DON Tuski
Dear Students, Alumni, Family and Friends,

I am pleased to reflect on the recent 
advancements here at MECA. So 
far, 2014 has truly been a year of 
distinction. Here are a few reasons:

+ Thanks to a generous gift from the Bob 
Crewe Foundation (see page 14) MECA is 
poised to become a pioneer in exploring 
the interplay between art and music.

+ After a two-year strategic planning 
process, fueled by countless hours of 
thoughtful discussion, we are pleased 
to share our newly refined mission, 
vision, and core values (see page 4).

+ Our Artists at Work initiative continues 
to gain momentum as an innovative hub 
dedicated to connecting artists with 
professional opportunities. We have a higher 
than average percentage of alumni working 
as professional artists (67%) as compared to 
the national average (see pages 8–13).

+ In addition to welcoming our largest and 
most selective incoming class in the history 

of the institution, we are also pleased to 
share the news that our graduation and 
retention rates are at a record high.

+ Our Art Education program has recently 
gained MAT accreditation (see page 30).

Our mission of educating artists for life 
has never been more vital. The collective 
impact our students, faculty and alumni 
are having is remarkable. Here in Portland, 
and around the world, MECA’s mission and 
vision continue to be realized through the 
integrity, professionalism and community 
leadership of these highly accomplished 
artists, designers, and soon, musicians.

Sincerely,

Don Tuski, Ph.D. 
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core 
Values

Our new mission statement, embraced by and 
encompassing the entire meCa community, succinctly 
reflects that we are entirely student-focused and that we 
provide transformative learning experiences to a variety 

of individuals at all stages of their creative lives, through 
a wide range of programs. Whether you are eight or 80, 
an aspiring artist, or an established one, meCa provides 
unique opportunities in a landmark setting. 

Mission 

Mission 

Maine College of art 
educAtes 
Artists 
for life.

a strong mission, vision and core values are 
essential to the success of any institution, and as
an entity changes, so do these vital elements. 
since 1882, as an active leader in the fields of art, 
craft and design, meCa has developed a variety of 
governing philosophies over the years to guide 
its strategic decisions. This year we have refined 
our identity even further, and as we continue  
to grow and add new programs, we believe our 
latest mission, vision and core values articulate our 
focus with renewed clarity, following three simple 
tenets that are central to meCa’s raison d’être: 
art (exploration), business (entrepreneurship) and 
community (engagement).

art, Business 
+ community 
are central to 
Meca’s Vision

Vision
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mecA will Be 
distinguished 
By its focus on educAting 
highly AccomPlished 
Artists + designers 
who excel in their chosen field

with integrity, 
ProfessionAlism 
+ community leAdershiP.
.

Our new vision statement 
keeps us moving forward and 
demonstrates that meCa has all 
of the necessary ingredients to 
garner an international reputation 
for being a pre-eminent 
destination for post-secondary 
arts education.

WhaT DOes all This meaN? it means that meCa is experiencing a time of exciting 
initiatives and change while remaining true to our history, committed to our students and 
engaged with our alumni. By re-establishing these well-defined standards, we have 
created a dynamic benchmark for measuring our efficacy among the largest art colleges 
in New england. as you read through this issue of our magazine, we believe you will find 
our guiding themes and philosophies echoed throughout the remarkable achievements 
and stories of the individuals in our community. ●

At mecA, we believe in the 
transformational power 
of an arts education to serve 
as the foundation for a lifelong 
pursuit of personal and 
professional goals. we combine 
a rigorous interdisciplinary 
curriculum, immersive studio 
practice and wealth of 
professional development 
opportunities to provide 
an educational experience that 
embodies artistic excellence, 
civic engagement and creative 
entrepreneurship.
Our core values uphold our foundation. 

Artistic 
excellence 
in the belief that learning is centered in the process of 
inquiry, self-discovery and creative expression, we 
offer our students the environment and tools they need 
to take risks, think critically and work creatively within 
and across disciplines. 

civic 
engAgement
With a history of a commitment to the creative evolution 
of our communities, we focus on engaging students 
in the process of becoming the inventive, self-disciplined, 
contributing citizens upon whom our world depends. 

creAtive 
entrePreneurshiP
We teach each student the necessary professional skills 
to transform aspirations and values into a creative practice 
that will serve as the foundation for a rewarding career.

Vision

core 
Values
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arTisTs aT WOrk arTisTs aT WOrk

artists 
at work
at artists at Work, we support the meCa mission of educating 
artists for life by connecting students and alumni with 
opportunities to put their studio skills to use in the world 
through internships, freelance work, community partnerships, 
residencies and jobs. in preparation, we offer workshops 
on resume writing, grant writing, networking, public speaking, 
web marketing and professional documentation. a recent 
survey showed that 75% of all art school graduates continue 
to make art in their personal time. for meCa graduates, 
91% continue to make art, with 67% earning a living as an artist.

Follow these projects and other 
Public Engagement initiatives at 
publicengagementmeca.tumblr.com

MECA Public Engagement on Facebook

Creative 
entrepreneurship
Students in the Illustration and Printmaking 
departments created pop-up shops to 
sell original creations for Valentine’s Day. 
Illustrators converted an empty Old Port 
office space into the Sweet Art shop for the 
week, while printmakers set up Loveapalooza 
in the Artists at Work space on campus. 

Each year, the Holiday Sale generates $100,000 
in sales for alumni and students. In 2013, 
students represented their departments in a 
variety of endeavors including a photobooth, 
print sales, a graphic design exhibition 
and the production of a limited edition stool. 
Funds from sales supported departmental 
field trips. 

Work With us
Maine College of Art works with nonprofits, businesses and individuals to develop creative 
solutions—from addressing social issues and creating change to facilitating professional 
development and commissions. Should you be working with us? artistsatwork@meca.edu

public engagement
As part of a collaboration between Seeds of 
Peace and MECA, five Maine Seeds (students 
between the ages of 14 and 16) participated 
in a series of printmaking and photography 
workshops this spring. The “It Starts With 
ME” project series aims to educate students 
on how to use art and media as tools for 
social change within the State of Maine. The 
project emerged in response to the negative 
stereotypes of immigrants and refugees in 
Maine. By taking photos of themselves with 
inspiring messages, Seeds hope to positively 
portray the current face of Maine, one 
that includes an increasingly diverse youth 
population with unique ambitions and 
dreams. The project presented the perfect 
opportunity to partner with MECA’s Public 
Engagement minor, which integrates art, real-
world problems and community partners. 
Participating artists included Printmaking 
Department Chair and Director of Public 
Engagement elizABeth JABAr, alum shAwn 
Brewer ’12 and photographer seAn Alonzo 
hArris. The project is supported by a grant 
from the Maine Community Foundation and 
will continue through this next academic year. 

The Public Engagement minor received a grant 
from the Helen & George Ladd Foundation to 
support two BFA Public Engagement Fellows 
for the 2014/2015 academic year. Fellows are 
awarded a financial scholarship and academic 
credit to design and lead projects and 
initiatives that focus on building relationships 
between campus and community.

Students in Professor PAul geBhArdt’s 
class, “Utopias Real and Imagined,” partnered 
with Environment Maine to create a series 
of projects that addressed water quality 
in Maine lakes. Student projects focused 
on the creation of vibrant communication 
materials that highlight personal lake stories 
and participatory steps individuals can take 
to support and advance lake protection 
in Maine. The project was part of the EPA 
Environmental Education Grant awarded 
to the Public Engagement program. 

As part of a year-long Public Engagement 
initiative to embed issues of climate change 
and environmental stewardship in curricular 
and co-curricular programming, the artistic 
project A Shifted Behavior generated dialog 
and educated students through class 
assignments, community partnerships, social 
media and exhibitions. Students partnered 
with 350Maine and worked collaboratively 
on projects that called attention to a range of 
environmental issues including waste, 
consumption, food safety and education. A 
project exhibition was held in the Zand Head 
Gallery in the spring.

Robert Bennett ’14, These Hands Have Become 
Tools, plaster, plywood, borrowed community makers 
clothing, 2014

Three BFA students completed their Public 
Engagement Capstone Projects and graduated 
with a minor in Public Engagement in 
May: JAcoB michAud ʼ14, Woodworking & 
Furniture Design, capstone partner Pride 
Portland; roBert Bennett ʼ14, Sculpture, 
capstone partner Mechanics Hall); 
Peter hyde ʼ14, Sculpture, capstone 
partner Local Sprouts Food Cooperative. 

Graphic Design students were charged with creating a new logo for the theater group 
Port Fringe. The Greater Portland Council of Governments also hired Graphic Design students
to work on an umbrella brand logo that would represent seven different transportation 
providers in Southern Maine. Professor of Graphic Design mArgo hAlverson oversaw these 
client-driven projects in the spring semester.

For a class assignment, Illustration 
student declAn mccArthy ’14 drew a 
portrait of filmmaker John Waters. Pleased 
with the result, Declan sent it to him, not 
expecting a response. Declan was surprised 
when he received a personal phone call from 
John Waters asking to purchase the rights to 
the image for use on a holiday ornament. 
Waters is known for his holiday cards and 
ornaments, which are coveted items by those 
on the receiving end.

Graphic Design student nicole holmes ’14 
won the annual Geary’s Summer Ale package 
design competition. In addition to having her 
coastal theme on 1 million bottles of beer, 
she received a $5,000 cash prize.
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arTisTs aT WOrk

professional 
Development
sPring + summer internshiP sites
aDam DeGraNDis Game DesiGN: pOrTlaND, me*

aDD VerB prODuCTiONs: pOrTlaND, me

ahmeD alsOuDaNi: NeW YOrk, NY*

DesiGNTex: pOrTlaND, me

emBer GrOVe: pOrTlaND, me*

JOhN firemaN: pOrTlaND, me

maYO sTreeT arTs: pOrTlaND, me

meCa, iNsTiTuTe Of CONTempOrarY arT: 

   pOrTlaND, me

meCa, markeTiNG DeparTmeNT: pOrTlaND, me

meCa, phOTOBOOTh: pOrTlaND, me

meCa, phOTOGraphY DeparTmeNT: pOrTlaND, me

The maiNe prOJeCT fOr fiNe arT CONserVaTiON: 

   pOrTlaND, me

miGhT aND maiN: pOrTlaND, me*

murphY empire DesiGN: pOrTlaND, me*

NashBOx: pOrTlaND, me

pOrTlaND sTaGe: pOrTlaND, me

puelle DesiGN: pOrTlaND, me*

shaWNee peak: BriDGTON, me

spaCe COW: NeW YOrk, NY

TODeriCO CreaTiVe: pOrTlaND, me

uNiVersiTY Of sOuTherN maiNe markeTiNG 

   DeparTmeNT: pOrTlaND, me

uNiVersiTY Of sOuTherN maiNe, WOrDs aND imaGes: 

   pOrTlaND, me

Via aGeNCY: pOrTlaND, me

* Alumni-owned business

Textile and Fashion Design students 
exhibited their work and met with 50 leaders 
and manufacturers in Maine’s textile industry 
during an on-campus gathering this winter. 
The Sustainability Think Tank engaged 
participants in a conversation about how the 
sector could help advance Maine’s economy. 

Photography students got to participate 
in workshops and meet with New England 
photographers when The Society for 
Photographic Education held their 
regional conference at MECA in the fall.

chun-huA chAng ’14 participated in an 
independent study with MECA Adjunct 
Assistant Professor Doug Vollmer, which 
resulted in an animated video about an 
invasive species in Maine called Green Crabs. 
The piece was produced in conjunction with 
University of Maine at Machias professor 
Brian Beal, scientist Darcie Couture of 
Resource Access International, LLC and the 
Maine Clammers Association. The video 
caught the attention of the media. It was 
covered by The Bangor Daily News in Maine 
and by ABC News affiliate WCVB in Boston. 

John dickinson, Jr. ’14 had his furniture 
included on the SquareSpace Student 
Spotlight Pinterest board. This board 
highlights the top talent from MECA’s 
education partners around the world.

forest gAgne ’14 had work included 
in the Faculty Selects exhibition 
at the 2014 Furniture Society 
Conference in Port Townsend, WA.

rAngeley morton ’14 was awarded a 
$15,000 Windgate Fellowship, a national 
award given annually to 10 students who 
exemplify excellence working in the crafts. 
His work was exhibited in Digifabulous, a
 juried exhibition at the Regis Art Center in 
Minnesota, and was included in the 2014 
Furniture Society Conference exhibit 
Faculty Selects. 

sAvAnnA Pettengill ’14 organized the 
First Annual MECA Spring Music Festival, 
showcasing musicians and performance 
groups with active ties to MECA who seek to 
activate multiple senses for their audiences.

exhiBitions

ART // SERVICE, an exhibition of work by 
students and alumni who served in the 
military, ran from June 28 –July 18 
in the Artists at Work gallery. 

parTiCipaTiNG arTisTs: 

ren AlBon ’14, U.S. Navy
Peter Buotte mfA ’05, U.S. Army
lesley corBett ’13, U.S. Army 
melissA cunninghAm mfA ’15, U.S. Air Force
evAn Poole ’15, U.S. Army 
frederick twomBly ’15, U.S. Army
PAtrick scholz ’15, U.S. Marine Corps  
Phil stevens ’91, U.S. Army 
c. dAvid thomAs ’68, U.S. Army
 

Artists At work ProJect window

pasT

linsey wAllAce ʼ08 + 
Quinn corey mfAʼ06
July 4–August 1
geAry’s retrosPective, 
June 2–22
dAvid twiss ’14, 
May 2–May 24
reenie chArriere mfA ’09, 
March 7–April 18
JennA crowder ’07 + 
douglAs w. milliken, 
January 20–February 28

upCOmiNG

chris PAtch ʼ98
August 25–October 3

meca.edu/projectwindow

       

In March, MECA partnered with AIGA 
Maine to host the second annual Portfolio 
Day. More than 40 creative professionals and 
40 students gathered for the afternoon in 
MECA's new Artists at Work space. The event 
included junior and senior students from 
MECA, SMCC, and USM representing graphic 
design, photography, illustration, new media 
and sculpture. Students met with art 
directors, entrepreneurs and publishers, 
including L.L. Bean, VIA and Maine Magazine. 

Congratulations to students awarded the Professional Development and Entrepreneurship 
grant from Artists at Work. Each of the students received $500 to advance their studio and 
professional skills by accessing opportunities and experiences beyond the MECA classroom.

chloe BeAven ’15, New Media: preparatory 
coursework for graduate school

forest gAgne ’14, Woodworking & Furniture 
Design: self-promotion and marketing

liz long ’14, Illustration: to attend the leading 
conference for the illustration industry

rAngeley morton ’14, Woodworking & 
Furniture Design: shipping costs to have work 
included in the Digifabulous exhibit

nicholAs norris ’14, Painting: travel and 
materials for a European residency 

hillAry stucker ’14, Ceramics: to attend 
a national conference on conservation in 
preparation for graduate studies

chArley young mfA ’14, for framing of prints 
created during an Arctic Circle residency

aBOVe: Nicholas Norris ’14, Float, oil and acrylic on 
canvas, 44" x 40," 2014

Patrick Scholz ’15, Photograph of 
       Russell Lamour (detail), photograph, 2014
       Patricks's photographs of 
       boxing matches have been featured 
       in the Portland Press Herald

phOTO: reGaN Chase ʼ14

arTisTs aT WOrk
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faculty 
acheivements
gAry roBinov ’04, Adjunct Professor 
of New Media, won the Maine Arts 
Commission's Good Idea Grant to support a 
series of documentary conversations with 
creators about why they do what they do.

The 2014 Roger Gilmore Award for 
Outstanding Faculty Service was given 
to Bennett morris mfA ’07, Visiting 
Assistant Professor of Printmaking.

seAn glover, Visiting Assistant Professor 
of Sculpture, in a two-person show with 
Elizabeth Mooney, participated in the 
Artists-in-Residence exhibition at Lesley 
University College of Art and Design in 
Boston, MA. Additionally, his work was 
exhibited in From the Ruin of the Real 
at Boston City Hall and The Event of the 
Line at Drive-By Projects in Watertown, 
MA. Finally, Sean participated in the 
June volume of the Artist of the Month 
Sticker Book, curated by John Gonzales.

The students at Xi’an Academy of Fine 
Arts benefited from Professor of 
Art history dr. gAn xu’s teaching 
in the spring semester. Gan also gave 
several lectures at the Northwest 
University of Politics and Law in Xi’an.

Professor of Liberal Arts dAnA sAwyer 
has published the authorized biography of 
Huston Smith, Huston Smith: Wisdomkeeper. 
The book is endorsed by the Dalai Lama, 
Deepak Chopra and a long list of others.

lucy Breslin, Associate Professor of 
Ceramics, was awarded a residency 
at the highly respected and well-
known Guldagergaard International 
Ceramic Research Center in 
Denmark for the month of July.

Associate Professor of Printmaking 
elizABeth JABAr, along with studio 
technician colleen kinsellA, were 
awarded the Arts Visibility Grant from the 
Maine Arts Commission for their project 
Future Mothers. Using printmaking as 
a platform, Future Mothers works from a 
shared lexicon of imagery and constructs 
densely layered objects, structures 
and environments for communicating 
timeless narratives and responding 
to contemporary socio-political events.

In response to an appeal from the Cherokee 
nation for a new typeface to preserve, 
nurture and catalyze the Cherokee 
language and culture, Associate Professor 
of Graphic Design, mArk JAmrA designed 
the typeface family Phoreus™ Cherokee. 
The design followed extensive research 
into the Cherokee writing system, including 
the study of handwritten manuscripts over 
180 years old, with guidance provided by 
the Language Technology Office of the 
Cherokee Nation in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 
The name Phoreus is the ancient Greek 
word for bearer or carrier and refers to 
type (and the Cherokee syllabary) as a 
vehicle of language and visual culture. This 
project can be viewed at typeculture.com.

The title of Emeritus Professor of Sculpture 
John ventimigliA’s work, Three Apples 
From Heaven, newly installed at the 
University of California, Berkeley, DOE 
Memorial Library, is based on a familiar 
ending of Armenian folktales: “Three 

apples fell from heaven: one for the 
story teller, one for the listener and 
one for him who takes it to heart.” 

The sculpture was gifted to the University 
of California, Berkeley by Annette and 
Richard Terzian, in honor of their parents, 
and in appreciation of UCB’s vision to raise 
awareness of Armenian culture. Just as 
there are three apples, this third sculpture 
of the Armenian alphabet follows one 
made for the Portland Public Library 
(1983) and one for Mount Holyoke College 
(1995). The sculpture, measuring 30 1⁄4” 
wide, 7 1⁄2” deep and 43” high, weighs 108 
pounds and was cast in MECA’s foundry 
with Studio Technician sAndy mAcleod’s 
assistance alongside sculpture students 
who were casting their own works.

gAil sPAien, Professor of Painting, had a 
show at Aucocisco Galleries in Portland, ME, 
titled Gail Spaien: Still Life Paintings. She was 
an artist in the New Aquisitions show at the 
University of New England in Portland, ME.

mArk Johnson, Professor of Ceramics and 
Foundation, was included in the following 
exhibitions: Pour at the Terra Incognito 
Gallery, Chicago, IL and in Mug Shots: 
National Juried Cup Exhibition 2014 at the 
LUX Center for the Arts in Lincoln, NE.

mAriAn BAker, Assistant Professor of 
Ceramics, will be in a show at the Charlie 
Cummings Gallery in Gainesville, FL. The 
show’s title is Cup: The Intimate Object X. In 
addition, her work was featured in the Twin 
Cups Exhibition at Missouri Western State 
University in St Joseph, MO; Mug Shots: 
National Juried Cup Exhibition 2014 at the 
LUX Center for the Arts in Lincoln, NE; and 
2014 Ceramic World Cup Tournament held 
at the Hyart Gallery in Madison, WI. ●

fAculty Profile
paul Gebhardt ʼ96
Visiting Associate Professor of Public 
Engagement and Foundation
What drives your need for/belief in 
service and public engagement?
I am most interested in that intersection 
between a creative action and a social 
need. I am curious about how art can bring 
awareness, challenge an assumption, open a 
discourse about a difficult topic—like poverty 
or food security—and solve a practical 
problem. I am inspired by the work of socially 
engaged artists who are using art and 
creativity in conflict zones. Social practice is 
the most challenging and expanding field—it 
is a necessary balance to my studio practice.

Why does public engagement at 
Meca matter after graduation?
Public engagement matters for our students 
because it demonstrates the value of 
working with others and being engaged 
citizens. It matters after graduation 
because students have gained confidence 
to tackle a call for proposals or a public art 
commission. They are confident in their 
ability to collaborate or to envision a large 
complex project with partners. They have 
worked with a nonprofit, proposed ideas, 
had them critiqued and been successful in 
creatively developing art in the public.

Artists have so much to offer the world. Their 
creative approach is needed in all of our 
cultural, economic and political institutions. 
Encouraging a commitment in our students 
to becoming active citizens—to what Don 
Tuski likes to call “public intellectuals”—
is essential now more than ever. 

How would you respond to someone 
who said, “art is a luxury and has no place 
in disadvantaged communities?
Well, that would depend on one's definition 
of “art.” Historically, art has been an integral 
part of the human experience both for 
individuals—to help understand and bring 
meaning to the human condition—and for 
communities to communicate, honor and 
celebrate together. That “art” is for everyone 
regardless of wealth. Another inherent value 
of "art" lies in appreciation of craft and skill, 
its cleverness, its ability to subvert. There is 
value in both; they are both necessary. ●

TOp Dr. Gan Xu
       BOTTOm Huston Smith with Dana Sawyer's biography. 

 Lucy Breslin, Celtic Spirals, white earthenware, multiple c/o4 glaze firing, 16" x 10" x 12," 2012

 
TOp Mark Jamra, Phoreus Cherokee typeface, 2014

 BOTTOm John Ventimiglia, Three Apples From Heaven, bronze, 30.25" x 43" x 7.5," 2012

arTisTs aT WOrk
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iNsTiTuTiONal NeWsiNsTiTuTiONal NeWs

COmmeNCemeNT
MECA held its 2014 Commencement at 
the State Theatre in Portland on May 10, 
conferring eighty-one Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degrees, ten Master of Arts in Teaching 
degrees, and eight Master of Fine Arts 
in Studio Art degrees. Honorary degrees 
were awarded to BoB crewe; williAm r. 
dill, Ph.d.; JAnet conlon mAnyAn; and 
roxAnne QuimBy. The commencement 
speaker, honorary degree recipient and poet, 
richArd BlAnco, was selected to read at 
President Obama’s 2013 inauguration. “Your 
life is a work of art that you will work on the 
rest of your life,” Blanco noted in his MECA 
Commencement address.

Bob Crewe foundation
The Bob Crewe Foundation awarded a 
transformational gift of three million dollars 
to MECA to develop a new program focusing 
on the study of contemporary music 
and its relation to visual art. The Bob Crewe 
Foundation was established by brothers Bob 
and Dan Crewe, who both currently live 
in Maine. Bob’s career in the visual arts began 
as a student at Parsons School of Design. 
He went on to establish himself as an 
American songwriter, dancer, singer, manager, 
record producer and fine artist. He produced 
and co-wrote a string of Top 10 singles for 
the 1960s group The Four Seasons and was 
inducted into the Songwriter’s Hall of Fame 
in 1985. His music was instrumental to the 
success of the Four Seasons rise to fame, 
chronicled in the Broadway musical Jersey 
Boys and the subsequent movie directed by 
Clint Eastwood. Dan is a MECA Trustee and 
worked alongside his brother for many years. 

About the launch of this pioneering program, 
MECA’s President Don Tuski says, “We 
think this is a rare opportunity to make an 
important contribution within a new creative 
frontier. By consciously focusing on art and 
music together, new art forms can be created 
and MECA will continue to define the cutting 
edge of society, not just be on the cutting 
edge.” The program will also include The Bob 
Crewe Student Scholarship in Art and Music 
and The Bob Crewe Endowed Chair of Art and 
Music. Additionally, the gift will support 
the construction of The Bob Crewe Gallery, 
as well as music practice rooms and a 
soundstage—all located in the lower level 
of the Porteous Building at MECA. The Bob 
Crewe Gallery will feature a permanent 
narrative of the Bob Crewe story along with 
his countless musical awards and a selection 
of his visual art. The space will also include 
exhibited works from other artists who are 
musicians. President Tuski says, “It is clear that 
a program as unique as art and music can have 
an enormous positive impact on students, 
artists, musicians, MECA, Maine and beyond.”

institutional news

meCamOrphOsis + 
The fashiON shOW
MECA held its annual spring gala on May 8, 
2014, to celebrate the 2014 Thesis Exhibition 
of graduating students while raising critical 
scholarship funds. The event included tapas, 
cash bars, music by Emilia Dahlin and Adam 
Frederick as well as DJ Todd the Rocket, 
and a photo booth, and concluded with the 
Runway Fashion Show, which premiered the 
work of majors in MECA’s recently launched 
Textile & Fashion Design program. 

Your life is a work of art that you will 
work on the rest of your life.
   –riCharD BlaNCO, meCa COmmeNCemeNT speaker

By consciously focusing on art and music 
together, new art forms can be created and 
MECA will continue to define the cutting edge 
of society, not just be on the cutting edge.
                –DON Tuski, presiDeNT

meCa film fesTiVal
Best nArrAtive 
Justin Carey ’16, “How to Show Emotion”
Best documentAry  
Sabrina Volante ’14, “Selfies”
Best exPerimentAl / AnimAted 
Chun-Hua Chang ’14, “Smoke Shop”

2014 meriT aWarDs
honorABle mentions: 
Vivian Ewing ’15, Photography 
Megan Foster ’15, Ceramics
Tabitha Barnard ’16, Photography
Ali Palin ’15, Painting
Claire Paulsen ’16, Graphic Design

outstAnding 2d work: 
Hannah Parrett ’15, Painting

outstAnding 3d work: 
Katelyn Harnden ’15, 
Textile & Fashion Design

4th PlAce: 
Chloe Beaven ’15, New Media

3rd PlAce: 
Gillan Doty ’16, Ceramics 

2nd PlAce: 
Sam Richardson ’15, New Media

Best in show: 
Joseph Lendway ’15, 
Woodworking & Furniture Design

 
TOp Dan and Bob Crewe

 BOTTOm Dan Crewe announces the 
        foundation's gift to MECA, with 
        Portland Mayor Michael Brennan 
        on the right. 

lefT Richard Blanco at Commencement. 
       BFA Class of 2014. MAT Class of 2014. 
       MFA Class of 2014. 

CeNTer Rose Allard ’14, Cellar Coat, dyed linen, 
       hasp, knit and felted wool yarn, 2014
       ON mODel liz lONG '14

The awards for the 2nd Annual MECA Film Festival   
        were designed and built by Rangeley Morton ’14, 
        David Martinez ’15 and Sam Richardson ’15.
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bfa thesis exhibition

Hannah Firestone ’14, 
Mason Jar Menagerie, ink, 
watercolor, and collage, 
18" x 24," 2013

ClOCkWise frOm aBOVe

Stephena Farrell ’14, Sag 
(front), Release/Relief, 
Replenish 1–4 (left to right), 
mixed media, 2014

Lori Crosby ’14, Cu-Zn, 
brass, 10" x 7.5," 2013

Asa Birnbaum ’15, 2014

Savanna Pettengill ’14, 
St. Hyacinth Church Branches, 
archival inkjet print, 
25” x 20,” 2013

Cecelia Packard ’14, Les 
Mémoires Olfactives, mixed 
media with letterpressed 
tags, 2.25” x 6.75”, 2014
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mfa

meCa’s low-residency master of fine arts in 
studio art was among the first of its kind in 
the nation and is fundamentally grounded 
in maintaining a vibrant studio practice. The 
educational philosophy behind meCa’s mfa 
program is rooted in providing each student 
with a transformative learning experience 
that emphasizes research, experimentation, 
reflection, collaboration and problem-solving 
within a rigorous studio practice.

mfa 

mfa thesis exhibition

fAculty Profile

Chris stiegler, 
Assistant Professor of Art History 
and the MFA in Studio Art

Chris stiegler is a critical leader in the maine 
arts community. in addition to teaching at 
maine College of art, stiegler runs a curatorial 
project called the institute for american art. 
The ifaa, which functions as a curatorial 
pseudonym for stiegler, seeks to relocate the 
conversations surrounding contemporary art to 
the domestic sphere. as an extension of this 
project, stiegler recently organized two 
exhibitions and a handful of public projects in 
New York City with the help of the National 
endowment for the arts, the collective flux 
factory and a handful of individual 
collaborators. These programs, like most of 
stiegler's research, focused on themes of 
queer cultural identity, economic value systems 
and rhetorical strategies. stiegler holds two 
Bachelors of art from the university of Delaware 
and a master of arts from Christie's education. 
stiegler has been a lecturer at Bates College, 
the shandaken project and the aCre 
residency program. ●

mfa
VisiTiNG arTisT
leCTure series s

u
m

m
e

r
 2

0
14

Over the summer, we invited visiting artists, 
curators, and scholars to participate in the 
MFA Summer Intensive. In addition to critiques 
and studio visits with students, visiting artists 
delivered a public talk in Osher Hall.

Thursday, June 19 

Jay sanders
Curator of Performance 

at the Whitney museum 
of american art

June 23

michael 
oatman

Collage + Installation
arch.rpi.edu/2011/10/oatman-michael

June 30

Abigail deville
Sculptural Installation

abigaildeville.com

July 7

rick lowe
Community Activist

projectrowhouses.org

July 14

richard renaldi
Photographer

renaldi.com

July 21

lisa sigal 
Painter

lisasigal.net

July 28

sharon hayes
Video, Performance 

+ Installation
shaze.info

august 4

trevor smith
Curator of Contemporary Art 
at the peabody essex museum

mecA.edu/mfA-summerlectures

frOm The TOp

Judith Schneider, Higgins Beach Series, acrylic 
+ oil stick on paper, 34" x 50" each, 2013–2014

Michelle Ridgeway, Attachment, video 
projection, found fabric + metal piping, wooden 
embroidery hoops, dimensions variable, 2014

frOm The TOp

Kathleen Daniels, Future Ecosystems, 
mixed media, 12' x 10' x 10,' 2014

Jarrett Mellenbruch, Kansas City Tool 
Repository, tool repository, 2014

frOm The TOp

Leeanna Morris, Accumulated Fellowship, stoneware, variable, 2014

John Gardiner, Sometimes Breakfast Was a Messy Affair, 
found high chair, maple, paint, 41" x 35" x 25," 2013

John Fireman, Sigrid on Her 14th Birthday, film still, 2014

aT The TOp Charley Young, Avalanche I + II, charcoal, crayon, mylar, carbon paper and maple bracing, 3' x 24,' 2014
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alumni news
mecA’s 2014 residency winners  
The following applicants were awarded individual or collaborative 
summer residencies at MECA’s Stephen Pace House in Stonington, 
Maine: cindy dAvis ʼ90; nikki fArrAnd ʼ11 and Rena Wood; mAry 
Anne lloyd ʼ83, russell french ʼ83, scott nAsh and Nancy 
Gibson Nash; Judith schneider mfA ʼ14 and kAthleen dAniels 
mfA ʼ14; cAt BAtes ʼ09; hillAry irons; and lAwrence kumPf ʼ04. 
Baie Sainte Marie Artist and Family Residency at the 
Jenny Family Compound awardees were kim vose Jones mfA ʼ12, 
nicole duenneBier ʼ05, curt cloninger mfA ʼ08, roB licht ʼ84 
and mArk mArchesi ʼ99. 

Belvedere AwArd winners
Grants from the Belvedere Fund for Professional Development in 
the field of crafts were awarded to mAisie mAeve Broome ʼ08, 
AdAm chAu ʼ10, Andrew hAvilAnd ʼ12, John huckins ʼ12, JAmes 
mitschmyer '05, nAtAlie sQuillAnte '09 Art ed ʼ10 and Allen 
west ʼ10. Additionally, AsherAh cinnAmon ʼ08 was awarded the 
opportunity to attend the 2014 EMMA International Collaboration in 
Saskatchewan, Canada, through the Belvedere Fund.

the Artist As mother
BArBArA ritA Jenny mfA ʼ02, Jess williAms ʼ99 and meredy vAn 
syckle-hAmilton ʼ87 participated in a panel discussion at MECA 
called “The Artist as Mother: Exploring the Balance,” about learning 
to balance their family life with their creative practice. The panel 
discussion was part of a three-part series that included two film 
screenings and was conceived in collaboration with ren AlBon ʼ14. 
The dialogue continues online in the Artist as Mother: Exploring the 
Balance Facebook group.

somes sound
The Gallery at Somes Sound in Somesville, ME hosted an 
alumni exhibition that included works by diAne fitch ʼ79, Anne 
gArlAnd ʼ93, connie hAyes ʼ80, mArgAret lAwrence ʼ93, 
grAce nelson ʼ82, Jude vAlentine ʼ78, mAry vAughAn mfA ʼ00 
and michAel vermette ʼ80. MECA Trustee, dAn Poteet, was one 
of the organizing forces behind the exhibit. Other MECA artists are 
represented at the Gallery year-round including Anne irelAnd ʼ94 
and mArshA donAhue ʼ72.

mecA Alums feAtured in mAine Art teAcher exhiBit
The Saco Museum exhibited After Hours: Work by Maine Art 
Teachers, organized by the Maine Art Educators Association. More 
than 40 artists who are also members of the Maine Art Educators 
Association participated, including MECA alums donnA coffin 
(attended) ’63, mAri dieumegArd ’97, heAther monsen ’88, 
Art ed ‘07, michAel vermette ’80 and Assistant Professor of Art 
Education kelly mcconnell.

film nominAted At lewiston AuBurn film festivAl
Detour, a film by Adjunct Assistant Professor of New Media and 
filmmaker gAry roBinov ʼ04 and deAn merrill ’03, was nominated 
for four awards at the Lewiston Auburn Film Festival. The film was 
nominated for Best Short Film, Best Maine Film and Best of Festival, 
and actor Brian Chamberlain was nominated for Best Actor. Gary is 
the co-founder of White Dog Arts Creative Studios and is the only 
filmmaker to have had films nominated in the festival all four years 
that it has been running.

mecA Alum collABorAtes with werner herzog
Visiting professor at the University of Vermont Peter 
shellenBerger ’90 developed Super 8 film format classes as a 
former faculty member of MECA’s Photography Department. His 
work with Super 8 sparked a collaboration between legendary 
German director Werner Herzog and two classes of UVM filmmakers. 
Hearing that Herzog was speaking at Dartmouth College, Peter 
brought a Super 8 camera loaded with film and asked Herzog to shoot 

the 3–5-minute reel and return it. The UVM students would develop 
their own films in response. Amazingly, Herzog agreed, asking that 
the students include his footage in their own films, all to be titled 
Where’s Da Party At?. Some of the students working on a noir piece 
that echoed the gritty, industrial setting of Herzog’s film had a pivotal 
moment when they were scouting railroad tracks in Burlington, VT 
and came upon 30 cars hitched together, the same name emblazoned 
on each one: “Herzog.”

insPired hAnds
liBBy BArrett ’88, stePhAnie Briggs ’81, AudrA christie mfA ’15, 
Allison cooke Brown ’01, kAitlyn duggAn ’07, JAson 
morrissey ’98 and Associate Professor of Ceramics mAriAn BAker 
were included in Inspired Hand VI, the juried biennial exhibition of 
work by members of the Maine Crafts Association. The exhibit at 
USM 's Lewiston-Auburn’s Atrium Gallery featured 58 artists and was 
juried by arts writer Carl Little.

Art mAine Alumni
Art Maine The Official Guide 2014, a special issue that compiles 
a year's worth of artwork for their monthly "Canvas" feature, 
published by Maine Home + Design, included alums devin 
doBrowolski mfA '08, Julie freund ʼ81, reBeccA goodAle 
(attended) ʼ73, Anne irelAnd ʼ94, sAndrA Quinn ʼ87 and don 
voisine (attended) ʼ73.

alumNi

alumni 
class notes
for more than a hundred years,
meCa's alumni have made 
outstanding contributions in 
their respective fields. in the 
21st century, they now bring the 
qualities of creative problem 
solving blended with an 
entrepreneurial spirit to continue 
meCa's legacy of excellence. 

1960s
sArAh whited higgins ’69 participated 
in Artomatic Frederick, a multi-
discipline art event in Frederick, MD.

1970s
mAtt BlAckwell ’77 had an exhibition of 
paintings and sculpture called Picklelilly at 
Edward Thorp Gallery. A review of the show 
by David Brody was posted in the online 
magazine Artcritical. Additionally, the 
Portland Museum of Art purchased Matt’s 
painting titled Winter Stealing the Sun.

JAyne redmAn ’77 was featured in the 
March issue of Art Jewelry Magazine. She 
demonstrated her Jayne Redman 
Rotational Bench Pin System, sawing 
blanking dies and explained her processes 
for making custom jigs at the Metalwerx 
Vendor Day in Waltham, MA.

celeste roBerge ’79 had a solo 
exhibition titled Ocean Floors at 
Crisp-Ellert Art Museum at Flagler 
College in St. Augustine, FL.

1980s
connie hAyes ’80 was invited by JSS in 
Civita Summer Art School & Residency 
in Italy to teach a "Borrowed Views" 
workshop in the iconic landscape of the 
Roman Campagna in Civita Castellana. 
New paintings by Connie were exhibited 
in Rockland at Dowling Walsh Gallery, 
accompanied by a talk at the Strand Theatre 
about ways to teach and learn art.

suzAnne stremPek sheA ’80 gave a reading 
from her latest book at Harmon's & Barton's 
in Portland, ME. This Is Paradise: An Irish 
Mother's Grief, an African Village's Plight and 
the Medical Clinic That Brought Fresh Hope 
to Both is her 10th book, and is the first of two 
book releases for Suzanne this year. Her sixth 
novel and 11th book, Make a Wish But Not 
For Money, the story of Rosie Pilch, a palm 
reader who plies her trade in a down-and-out 
shopping mall, will be published in October.

Jeffrey hermAn ’81, who owns Herman 
Silver Restoration in Providence, RI, was 
commissioned by The Cape Ann Museum in 
Gloucester, MA to polish and preserve four 
pieces of historic fine silver—three beakers 
and a christening basin by Paul Revere.

Jess Beyler ’82 completed an artist's 
residency at the Vermont Studio Center 
in Johnson, VT.

sArAh “sAlly” BArrows ’84 celebrated 
the 18th anniversary of her business, 
Galeyrie Maps & Custom Frames, in 

Falmouth, ME, with the launch of a new 
website, galeyrie.com.

lori Austill ’85 had an exhibit of new 
encaustic paintings titled Dancers, Birds, 
Abstracts and More at the Thomas 
Memorial Library in Cape Elizabeth, ME.

vAlerie mccAffery ’86 runs a South 
Portland, ME business called Garden 
Guardians, producing handcrafted concrete 
sculptures, which also function as outdoor 
planters. Her work was exhibited at The 
Center for Maine Craft along with artist 
Kate McLeod’s mirrors. 

dAvid hutchins ’87 is a member of the 
Los Angeles, CA Walt Disney Studios team 
who worked on Frozen, which received a 
2014 Oscar for Best Animated Feature. The 
film also won the Golden Globe Award for 
Best Animated Feature, the BAFTA Award 
for Best Animated Film, and the Critics' 
Choice Award for Best Animated Feature.

meredy vAn syckle-hAmilton ’87 
had her five-panel artwork The Heart 
Aroused accepted by the Cleveland Clinic 
Arts & Medicine Institute in Cleveland, 
OH  for their permanent collection.

louise Bourne ’88 had work included 
in the 14th Annual 10 x 8 Show atThe Bay 
School in Blue Hill, ME.

roxAnne mcglAshAn ’88 has been a 
public school art teacher in Pinellas County, 
FL since 1998. She was recently awarded 
the Florida Secondary Art Educator of the 
Year for 2013. She says, “I'm still passionate 
about art and feel very grateful I'm able 
to pass that along to my students.”

alumNi

Mary Anne Lloyd ʼ83, Sketchbook Drawing, gouache and pen, 5" x 7," 2013

Camille Davidson ’89, Ahara, diptych, encaustic, oil and newspaper, 32" x 16," 2012
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alumNialumNi

cAmille dAvidson ’89 had work in 
the group show Black, White, Gray at 
River Arts in Damariscotta, ME.

1990s
sABine likhité ’91 had an exhibition 
entitled Hipstamatic Photography 
at Red Mill Gallery at the Vermont 
Studio Center in Johnson, VT.

frAncine schrock ’91 exhibited her 
work in a group exhibition titled Nothing 
But Love at Sharpe Gallery in Kennebunk, 
ME. Her solo exhibition CONVERGENCE: 
engaging in the milieu, featured a new series 
of work at House Arts Gallery in Gray, ME.

rhondA “ronnie” wilson ’91 exhibited 
work in a two-person show titled Terrains 
at 3 Fish Gallery in Portland, ME.

derek gundy ’92 had paintings and 
watercolors exhibited at West Sound 
Academy's Frodel Gallery in Poulsbo, WA. 
The academy also commissioned him to 
create a painting for the academy’s 16th 
annual auction, which interpreted the 
lives of students at WSA. He led students 
in sketchbook adventure workshops 
throughout Seattle with painter Ron Stocke.

Andy verzosA ’92 hosted a number of 
two-person exhibits at his Aucocisco Gallery 
in Portland, ME. Featured artists included 
rAchAel eAstmAn ’94, mAury colton ’69 
and MECA Professor of Painting and Chair 
of Studio, MFA Program, gAil sPAien.

Anne irelAnd ’94 had one of her 
paintings featured on the cover of L.L. 
Bean's catalog for the summer season. 
This was Ireland's second cover for the 
Maine brand—the last being in 2011. 
Anne also exhibited her paintings in the 
Charles C. Thomas Gallery at MECA.

erin sweeney ’94 participated in A Sense 
of Place, a three-person exhibition at Jill C. 
Wilson Gallery at the Kimball Jenkins Estate 
in Concord, NH. For her installation, she 
recreated a multimedia indoor/outdoor space.

AAron williAms ’94 participated in 
Suddenly, There: Discovery of the Find, 
a group exhibit focused on the creative 
process at Garis & Hahn in New York City, 
and in Terra Incognita an exhibit of four 
artists who reinterpret notions of landscape, 
at Storefront Ten Eyck in Brooklyn, NY.

JAsmine clAyton (attended) ’97 opened 
a new store on Congress Street in Portland 
called Kurier, which features 
her handmade leather bags.

kAri rAdAsch ’97 had work 
included in Glaze: the Ultimate 
Collection of Ceramic Glazes and 
How They Were Made, by Kate 
Doody and Brian Taylor, and 
Graphic Clay by Lark Books. She 
taught at the Potters Council 
Workshop in Columbus, OH and 
at the Student Craft Institute at 
Haystack. She was a featured artist 

at The Clay Studio in Philadelphia, PA and 
her work was included in Taming Nature, 
an exhibit at the 2014 National Council on 
Education for the Ceramic Arts (NCECA) 
in Milwaukee, WI, and in an invitational 
exhibit at the Akar Gallery in Iowa City, IA.

lisA domBek (attended) ’98 had 
twelve pieces from her Celestial 
Phases series exhibited at Yarmouth 
Frame & Gallery in Yarmouth, ME.

mAry schmAling keArns ’98 was 
featured in a video about her work, Henna 
Art Blesses the Body in Transition. The 
video received an award from the National 
Press Photographer's Association.

renee BouchArd ’99 displayed her work 
in Baby Ensor: Recent Paintings at Southern 
Vermont College Gallery in Bennington, 
VT. Her work was included in Inside the 
Outside: Reconsidering Our Views About 
Art, an exhibit held at Massachusetts College 
of Liberal Arts’ (MCLA) Gallery 51 in 
North Adams, MA, which also included 
pieces from her and her husband’s private 
collection. An article about her work was 
published in the Berkshire Eagle.

chAyA cAron ’99, owner of Chaya Studio 
Jewelry in Portland, ME, was selected as 
one of five finalists in the wedding jewelry 
and non-jewelry enamel categories of the 
2014 NICHE Awards sponsored by NICHE 
magazine. Her jewelry was spotlighted in the 
July 2013 Crafts Report, in a feature about 
artists who work with environmentally 
friendly materials. Chaya earned first prize in 
this year's Allentown Art Festival in Buffalo, 
NY in the jewelry category, and participated 
in both the 45th annual New Orleans Jazz 
and Heritage Festival and the Paradise 
City Arts Festival in Northampton, MA.

denise kArABinus ’99 was featured in a 
Pecha Kucha presentation she gave at The 
Honolulu Museum of Art in Hawai‘i. The talk 
centered on a series of paintings she made 
documenting her life and the loss of her 
son, Julius, who suffered from the terminal 
genetic condition Spinal Muscular Atrophy, 
as well as her volunteer work for Now I Lay 
Me Down to Sleep, a support group that 
creates photographic memories for parents 
of children with terminal illnesses. Denise 
was also one of ten collaborating artists at 
the GRAM International Artist Residency 
in Community Projects in Nagpur, India. 
The residents were asked to work side by 
side with community members to develop 

creative solutions for everyday problems 
that exist within the village. Denise worked 
with numerous families to help redesign the 
palm leaf brooms they sell to make their 
living, which allowed the makers to sell their 
brooms at a higher price. She also taught 
woodblock printing workshops to the young 
people in the village. The prints they created 
were in many cases the first piece of art they 
ever displayed in their home. 

2000s
dAvid Brener ’00 exhibited his work 
at the Bottleneck Gallery in Brooklyn, 
NY, for their opening show. The theme 
for the show was “glow-in-the-dark.”

ericA hAnsen ’00 worked on a project in 
Cosenza, Italy called Roma Ecology, which 
empowered members of the nomadic Romani 
community to document their experiences 
through photography projects that were 
subsequently displayed in public spaces.

cheryl Johnson ’00 has published four 
children’s books, including Mish, The 
Mushroom Man, and Sidley’s Story and 
gave a local school presentation for 200 
children. She had a book-signing at the 
Walker Memorial Library in Westbrook, ME.

liz Prescott ’00 had 18 bird paintings 
included in 100 Birds for Haiti, a 
benefit for Haitian children, at The 
Hive gallery in Kennebunk, ME.

cArl hAAse ’01, who has been living in the 
Maastricht Area in the Netherlands and 
studying at the Jan van Eyck Academie, 
founded Zero-Desk, a small, independent 
design studio focusing on printed 
matter and site-specific installations.

michelle miller ’01 is the art director 
and graphic designer for ComposiMold 
(CM), a company in Manchester, ME,  
launched by engineer Stan Farrell, 
which offers environmentally friendly 
reusable mold making materials. Michelle 
studied encaustic painting with Farrell’s 
wife, artist Helene Farrar, and had work 
included in an exhibit located at the 
company’s farmhouse headquarters. 

gABriel AdAms ’02 participated in a group 
exhibition titled Twist to Exist at Collegium 
Artisitcum in Bosnia as part of the Sarajevo 
Winter Festival. He is currently working 
on research in New Zealand, where he 
has launched ADRIFT NZRP (the New 
Zealand Artist Residency Program).

ginA AdAms ’02 was featured in an 
interview on the 365 Artists 365 Days blog, 
a collaborative project by Frank Juarez 
Gallery in Sheybogan, WI, and Grey 
Matter Gallery in Milwaukee, WI. Her work 
was also included in two exhibits at the 
North American Native Museum in Zurich, 
Switzerland, and she was invited to 
participate in an international print project 
conducted by artist Melanie Yazzie.

hAnnAh BArnes ’02 had work included 
in a group exhibit of contemporary 
abstract art titled Crosscurrents in 
Contemporary Abstraction in the 
Modelle Metcalf Visual Arts Center at 
Taylor University in Upland, IN.

tim clorius ’02 had a solo show 
of imaginative paintings called The 
Nature of Deception at Aucocisco 
Gallery in Portland, ME.

JAson cornell ’03 completed his fifth 
concert tour of France, Germany and 
Switzerland with long-running Portland 
artist collective Milled Pavement Records, 
under his stage name BRZOWSKI. His 
performances have garnered him mentions 
in Village Voice, AirTran Airway’s Go 
magazine, The New York Times and 
CrayonBeats. Jay contributed to the artwork 
of the Black Puddin' album Deeelicious, 
gave a guest talk on poetry to Lincoln 
Middle School eighth graders in Portland, 
ME and was granted a Study Retreat 
at Eagle Hill Institute in Steuben, ME. His 
new "doom-rap" group Vinyl Cape held 
a record release party in Portland, ME.

nettie locke rogers ’03 participated 
in the Bruce Museum’s 2013 juried 
Fine Arts Festival in Greenwich, CT with 
her collection “Nettie’s Clay Friends.”

reBeccA shelly ’04 and her vintage 
trailer studio were featured in 
the summer issue of Studios Magazine.

Jenny dougherty ’05 was selected 
to receive a St. Botolph Emerging 
Artist Award from the St. Botolph Club 
Foundation, which is based in Boston, MA.

nicole duenneBier ’05 had three large-
scale dioramas exhibited in Hatch at the 
Davis Square Inside-OUT Gallery held in 
conjunction with the Art Council's 
ArtBeat Festival. The dioramas served 
as a nesting ground for a collection of 
commissioned artist drawings. Participating 
artists included derek smith luke ’06, 
Arthur hAlvorsen ’07 and denise 
kArABinus ’99. Nicole also had a solo exhibit 
of her paintings, titled The Great Season 
at 13 Forest Gallery in Arlington, MA.

PAtriciA BrAce ’06  presented Your 
Hand is My Own, a performance with 
identical twins Sam and Lexi Steiner for 
Gowanus Open Studios in Brooklyn, NY.

JAred gelormino ’06 completed his MFA 
in Ceramics at the University of Indiana.

crystAl heiden ’06 exhibited work in 
a show titled Crystal Heiden: Drawings 
at EBK Gallery in Hartford, CT.

mArthA miller ’06 had her work included 
in the group exhibition 10” x 10” at the 
June Fitzpatrick Gallery in Portland, ME.

mAtt w. moore ’06 created the design 
for the premium aluminum Heineken 
Club bottle, which was unveiled at 
this year’s Milan Design Week in Italy. 
The design showcased bold, origami-

like graphics in brilliant green and blue 
UV colors that glow in the dark when 
exposed to black light. Matt has been 
featured in interviews on designboom, 
THRLD and Minimo Graph websites.

Brett wAlker ’06 was awarded a 
Chalk Hill Artist Residency in California’s 
wine country, north of San Francisco. 

Peter wAllis ’06 is the Visual Art & Design 
Teacher and the Innovation Lab Manager 
at the Sea Crest School in Half Moon 
Bay, CA. He is also a lead faculty member 
at the Putney School Summer Programs 
in Putney, VT.

kAtie diAmond ’07 is working with author 
and sex educator Allison Moon to create 
Girl Sex 101. Described as “a road trip in a 
book,” it combines fiction and comics with 
sex education and originated in a class Katie 
took at MECA called Art for Social Change. 

michAel gAllAgher ’07 and tAnyA 
cAsteel ’06 have teamed up to create a 
husband-and-wife-run company called 
Atreeom Furniture, building handmade 
furniture in Raleigh, NC. They will be 
showing their furniture at Artsplosure 
in Raleigh this year.

emily diAz norton ’07 won the Best in 
Show award at the Portland Public Employee 
National Arts Program. The exhibit was 
held at City Hall in Portland, ME.

eric Pomorski ’07 had atmospheric 
photographs included in a spectral group 
exhibition at Sanctuary Tattoo in Portland, 
ME. The show also included work by 
clAyton cAmeron ’05, elisABeth heller ’09 
and glenn chAdBourne (attended) ’86.

AsherAh cinnAmon ’08 traveled to Hanoi, 
Vietnam with c. dAvid thomAs ’68 
and MECA trustee JoAn Amory to visit Dao 
Chau Hai and Nguyen Ngoc Lam, the 
Vietnamese sculptors who came to MECA 
as part of the Indochina Arts Partnership 
(IAP) founded by Thomas [see related article 
in MECA Magazine Winter + Spring 2014].

Kari Radasch ’97, Flower Brick, glaze fired    
earthenware, 11" x 11" x 6," 2014

Chaya Caron ’99, Eastern Star Flower Ornament 
and Stand, fine silver, 14k gold, copper, brass, 
Japanese transparent enamel, 2013

Mary Schmaling Kearns ’98, photograph 
of henna crown, 2014

Denise Karabinus ’99 redesigning a broom with local 
craftsmen in Nagput, India. 

Cheryl Johnson ’00, Mish Meets Chonk, is Cheryl's 
fourth book in her Mish, the Mushroom Man series of 
children's books.
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Beth tAylor ’08 received a merit 
award from HOW Magazine for her 
wedding invitation design in the Promotion 
& Marketing Design category.

Alec AdAms ’09 has been working as a 
freelance game artist, producing models 
and textures for a variety of clients, 
including Artillery’s Project Atlas, 
the Alien Swarm mod: Hypovolemia and 
the Source Engine mod: Hypovolemia.

cAt BAtes ’09 had his work included 
in a group exhibition at New Era 
Gallery on Vinalhaven, ME.

chelseA clArke ’09 was an Artist-in-
Residence on a research cruise with 
oceanographer Robert Pickart of the Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution. Chelsea 
spent six weeks in the Bering Sea and 
Chukchi Sea off Alaska on the U.S. Coast 
Guard ship Healy.

JennA crowder ’09 was hired as the new 
Admissions Operations Coordinator at MECA. 
She graduated from MECA with a degree 
in Sculpture and a minor in Art History.

rAchel mAnly (attended) ’09 is the
first Director of the Center on the 
Common, a cultural art center in Harvard, 
MA. She curated a painting exhibition 
there that featured works by JessicA 
lArner ’10 and tony BrAgg ’07.

seth gould ’09 taught metalsmithing 
workshops at Peters Valley School of Craft 
in Layton, NJ, and at Touchstone Center for 
Crafts in Farmington, PA. He also gave a talk 
at the Society of North American Goldsmiths 
(SNAG) conference in Minneapolis, MN.

sheilA sAnfAson ’09 is a professional 
production potter at Salmon Falls Stoneware 
in Dover, NH, and has also started a new 
studio called Lake Arrowhead Pottery in 
North Waterboro, ME. She teaches art 
at RSU #57 in Waterboro and at Glazey 
Days a local studio in Scarborough, ME.

molly AlezA vogel ’09, who owns a jewelry 
business in Newton, CT, was a finalist for 
a 2014 NICHE Award in the category of 
Jewelry: Alternative Materials. Her work 
was selected from almost 2,000 entries by a 
panel of judges chosen by NICHE magazine 
to celebrate excellence and innovation in 
American and Canadian fine craft. She also 
participated in CraftBoston Spring 2014 
and was a teaching assistant to Marjorie 
Simon in her enameling class at Penland 
School of Crafts.

BrAdly werley ’09 joined Laika, LLC, an 
American stop-motion animation studio in 
Portland, OR, as an art department 
production assistant. Laika’s feature films 
include Coraline and ParaNorman.

2010s
edwige chArlot ’10 had her first solo 
exhibition in Portland, ME, titled N.O.W. 
(New Old World) at 3 Fish Gallery. She gave 
a talk called “Visual Creole” in conjunction 
with it. She also completed a residency at 
the Tides Institute & Museum of Art in 
Eastport, ME and conducted a weeklong 
project called The Edmunds Print Project 
which engaged students in printmaking. 
Edwige currently works as the Program 
Director at Engine in Biddeford, ME.

Jenny lee mAAs ’10 has worked for 
Philadelphia's Mural Arts Program (MAP) 
as an assistant to various artists on 
projects ranging from public art murals to 
mosaics and stained glass windows. Her 
Awakening Series was featured at MAP's 
staff show in the Thomas Eakins House in 
Philadelphia. Her current project, Psyche's 
Lullaby, comprises a series of short 
films based on interconnected dreams and 
has received international attention. 

BrittAny mArcoux ’10 placed third 
in Yankee Magazine’s “My New England” 
reader photo contest. She is a monthly 
contributor to the American Guide 
(A/G) blog project, and was accepted into 
the MFA program at Massachusetts College 
of Art and Design in Boston. Her work 
was included in Selections from Carousel 
at Aviary Gallery in Jamaica Plain, MA. 

Addison delisle ’11 was awarded a 
metalsmithing training fellowship at the 
Fondation de Coubertin, a nonprofit 
dedicated to the preservation and 
advancement of traditional crafts, in France.

mArgAret “mAggie” muth ’11 exhibited 
work in Decay: To Dust and Rust, Always 
We Must at Artefactory in Baltimore, MD.

ABBeth russell ’11 curated the exhibit 
Dr. Goodweather's Dreaming Attic, an 
interactive surrealist art and music event 
at Mayo Street Arts in Portland, ME, 
which included her work. She also taught 
“Theater on a Hand,” a children’s puppet-
making workshop at Mayo Street Arts.

elise smorczewski ’11 had a solo exhibit 
titled Hamsters and Popcorn at the Green 
Hand Bookstore in Portland, ME.

John huckins ’12 is the 2014 Blacksmithing 
Artist Fellow at the Peters Valley School of 
Craft in Layton, NJ. His work was included 
in the exhibit Staring: in HINDSIGHT hosted 
by Suny New Paltz Metal at Die Neue 
Sammlung in Munich, Germany. He recently 
presented his thesis exhibition at Samuel 
Dorsky Museum of Art and earned his MFA 
at SUNY New Paltz.

tinA mcluckie ’12 was awarded a Good Idea 
Grant from the Maine Arts Commission.

reBeccA “reesA” wood ’12 completed 
her MFA in Painting at Rhode Island School 
of Design.

sArAh mohAmmAdi ’13 is working as a 
Junior Graphic Designer for creative agency 
Tsang Seymour, in New York City. The 
agency’s clients have included Miramax 
Films, New York City Opera and MOMA.

emily rogstAd ’13 was accepted into 
the Core Fellowship Program at Penland 
School of Crafts in North Carolina.

hAnnAh sherwood ’13 was hired by 
Day’s Jewelers as the visual coordinator 
for their six-store New England 
operation, based in Waterville, ME.

BrAndon smith ’13 was hired at Liquid 
Wireless to create apps and interactive ads.

miles sPAdone ’13 was named as an 
Emerging Artist by Ceramics Monthly 
magazine, which featured his work in the 
May issue. His work was also included 
in Transformation 9: Contemporary 
Works in Ceramics, a biennial juried group 
exhibition by the Society for Contemporary 
Craft in Pittsburgh, PA. He co-curated 
an exhibit of work by three Maine artists 
at the Corey Daniels Gallery in Wells, ME, 
where he also serves as the co-director.

mfa
susAn Bickford mfA ’01 exhibited The 
Collaborative Portrait Project - Farmers 
Edition at Charles Danforth Gallery at the 
University of Maine, Augusta. Susan worked 
with ten high school teachers and over 
200 of their students to create large scale 
portraits of ten Maine organic farmers.

cAroline lAthAn-stiefel mfA ’01 launched 
a collaborative project with Susan Ledyard 
of CASS Shapewear at CurveNY at the 
Javits Center in New York City. Caroline’s 
piece Tracery was superimposed onto a 
collection of clothing, with a portion of 
the profits donated to an art education 
scholarship fund at the Delaware Museum of 
Contemporary Arts. Caroline also had a 
solo exhibition titled Greenhouse Mix at 
Philadelphia Art Alliance, and was featured 
in an interview on i-on-the-arts.com.

simon vAn der ven mfA ’01 had solo 
exhibitions. The Wrack Line was held 
at Perimeter Gallery in Belfast, ME, 
and Roots and Branches: Works by 
Simon van der Ven was held at Unity 
College Center for the Performing 
Arts in Unity, ME. The Unity exhibit 
focused on the origins and connections 
of his artwork’s imagery and motifs.

tim gAudreAu mfA ’02 gave a visiting 
artist’s lecture at MECA about how his 
work as an eco-artist is a catalyst for 
action on environmental issues. The 
lecture was sponsored by MECA’s Public 

Engagement program with support from 
an EPA Environmental Education Grant.

wei he mfA ’02 and Bing He co-authored the 
book The Stories of Animation Outsourcing 
in China, published in January 2014 by 
Communication University of China Press.

kAte kAtomski mfA ’02 exhibited her work 
in a solo show titled Topographies at Betsy 
Jacaruso Studio & Gallery in Rhinebeck, NY.

AAron t. stePhAn ’02 was awarded a Good 
Idea Grant from the Maine Arts Commission.

elizABeth “liz” sweiBel mfA ’03 had 
her work included in a group exhibition titled
Its a Small World at R. Jampol Projects in 
New York.

dAnA Bell mfA ’04 was awarded a New 
York Foundation for the Arts’ (NYFA) 
Fellowship in Choreography. Each fellow 
receives an unrestricted cash grant of 
$7,000 to further their creative work.

kirsten reynolds mfA ’04 created 
Structo, a site-specific installation, at 
the Fernando Luis Alvarez Gallery 
in Stamford, CT, which was exhibited 
alongside a selection of her prints. At the 
end of the exhibit, she deconstructed 
Structo and repurposed it for an exhibit 
of smaller-scale works titled Fragments.

Bruce Price mfA ’06 and seth 
goldenBerg mfA ’05 presented a talk on 
business and design at the University of 
Calgary. Seth assisted Bruce in securing a 
commission from American Express which 
has resulted in 400 “Curatorial Accessories,” 
distributed throughout the company.

Visual Arts Associate Professor shelley 
stefAn mfA ’06 developed and 
participated in the first two-week teaching 
exchange between the Fine Arts College of 
the Sichuan Normal University of Chengdu, 
China, and the Visual Arts Department 
of the University of the Fraser Valley 
in British Columbia, Canada, where she 
teaches. She was also a visiting professor 
at the University of Shanghai and a 
guest artist at the Beijing LGBT Center 
in China, where she gave a lecture titled 
“Two Decades of Butch Painting.”

elAine AngeloPoulos mfA ’09 participated 
in a 24-hour durational performance called 
Time After Us by artist Ernesto Pujol. His 
first commissioned performance work in 
New York, the silent circle walk at St. Paul’s 
Chapel in New York City, was part of the 
French Institute Alliance Francaise’s (FIAF) 
Crossing the Line Festival. She also raised 
funds through a Kickstarter campaign for 
her installation in the group show Shifting 
Territories at the Charter Oak Cultural 
Center in Hartford, CT. A chapter on her 
visual artwork will be included in Biopetics, 
a book about participants in the Luce 
Irigaray Circle Conference held in 2010.

alumNi

lefT TO riGhT: Nguyen Ngoc Lam, Suzanne Lecht 
(Vietnam Gallery Owner), Joan Amory, Thu Vim Ku 
(1998 MECA Exchange Student from Hanoi), C. David 
Thomas ’68, Asherah Cinnamon ’08 and Dao Chau Hai.

John Huckins ’12, The Hardest Knots to Tie, forged 
steel, 12" x 12," 2014

TOp Shelly Stefan MFA'06 teaching at the Sichuan 
Normal University in Chengdu, China. 

BOTTOm Ryan Conrad MFA’10 published his book titled 
Against Equality: Queer Revolution, Not Mere Inclusion.
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in memoriam
veronicA Ann Benning, who taught at Portland School of Art 
(now MECA), from 1986 to 1993, passed away in Fort Myers, FL, at 
age 66, after a series of illnesses. Her work has been exhibited 
in numerous places, including the Portland Museum of Art and 
Bowdoin College Museum of Art in Maine; Cooper Union in 
New York City; and the U.S. Court House in Fort Myers. In 2003, 
her work was shown at Galeyrie Custom Framers & Fine Art in 
Falmouth, ME. Local art critic Philip Isaacson described her as a 
“compelling artist—profound, philosophic and a brilliant painter.”  
She earned her B.A. from Washington University in St. Louis, 
Missouri and her MFA from Taylor School of Art in Philadelphia. 

roBert “BoB” dyer (attended) ’82, an accomplished artist whose 
plein air landscapes were widely exhibited in Maine, passed away at age 
57 from cancer. In the mid-1970s he served four years in the Coast Guard. 
Afterwards, he attended the Portland School of Art, and the University 
of Southern Maine. In the  mid-1980s, he moved to Brooklyn, NY, where 
he worked in construction and honed his skills as a painter. He returned
to Portland in the 1990s and continued painting while also working as 
an independent stonemason. Bob was diagnosed with multiple myeloma 
in 2006. Throughout his illness, he continued to make art. He was 
represented by Frost Gully Galleries in Freeport for the past 15 years.
Gallery owner Tom Crotty said, "Very few people are able to appreciate 
how sophisticated Bob was with regard to his ability to paint 
in such a fresh and direct manner. There was something unique and 
special about his work that would cause you to remember it and want 
to see it again."  Mr. Dyer lived in Portland with his longtime partner, 
Bonnie Threlkeld, and their dogs, Ratso and Stanly. He is survived 
by two children.

The work of geoff PeAse (attended) ’02 was posthumously shown 
in a memorial exhibit organized by his brother Randy Pease. Beautiful 
Beast: The Life & Work of Geoff Pease took place at Brooklyn Fire Proof 
in Brooklyn, NY, in honor of the 10th anniversary of his death in 
2004. The exhibit showcased the work of Geoff’s diverse artistic career 
and raised $10,000 to help support the completion of the Martha's 
Vineyard Skatepark.

dorothy schwArtz, a trustee of Maine College of Art from 
2010–2014 died on March 3, 2014, after a brief illness. She was an artist, 
civic activist, teacher and executive director emeritus of the Maine 
Humanities Council, where she helped shape the cultural landscape 
of Maine for 25 years. Deedee, as everyone knew her, turned a small, 
modestly funded non-profit into a major force that brought, as she liked 
to say, “the pleasure and power of ideas” to every county in Maine. 
On Deedee’s watch, the MHC was awarded eight major NEH 
grants and two federal Teaching American History grants, bringing 
millions of federal tax dollars back into the state. One of Maine's 
most accomplished printmakers, she studied with the distinguished 
printmaker Leonard Baskin at Smith College. She was a member of the 
Peregrine Press, a non-profit printmaking collaborative in the Bakery 
Studios in Portland. In 2013, the Maine Jewish Museum honored her 
with a retrospective, Dorothy Schwartz: Evolution of a Printmaker.
In addition to her husband, survivors include Nina Schwartz Kahn 
and Jonas Kahn, Somerville, MA; Dr. Jonathan and Elizabeth Schwartz, 
Hanover, N.H., and three grandchildren, Mason, Nathan and Sophie.

mArie e. thomAs ’47 died in Clearwater, FL, on May 13, 2014. She 
was born March 28, 1915 in "The County" in Maine to Perley and Viola 
(Ireland) Quimby. She attended the Hinkley Goodwill School and was 
a registered nurse, as well as a proud graduate of the Portland School 
of Art whose president, well-known artist Alexander Bower, said of 
Marie "Watch this girl, she's got good technique." Marie was a delightful 
person who had many talents. She was a soloist in her church choir, 
she modeled for Bernie's Fashions of Portland and she made costumes 
for the Portland Lyric Theater. Marie was married to Cedric H. Thomas 
until his death in 1995. Marie and Cedric were devoted to each other 
and loved to travel and collect art and antiques. An accomplished 
artist, Marie left behind many wonderful paintings of Cape Elizabeth, 
Maine. Predeceasing her were her brothers, Arnold Quimby and 
Harold Quimby. In recent years, Marie lived year round in Madeira 
Beach, FL. She is survived by her sister, Mildred Reece of Houlton, 
and several nephews, nieces, grandnephews and grandnieces. ●
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keep in Touch
Our alumni are extremely important to us. Send your news, 
suggestions, high resolution images (300-dpi minimum) and  
updated contact information to alums@meca.edu, or mail to:
Alumni Office, Maine College of Art
522 Congress Street, Portland, ME 04101

Submissions for Class Notes received after May 31 will be 
considered for inclusion in our next issue.

Join our MECA Alumni Facebook page and share your news there 
too. facebook.com/Mecaalumni

for All other Alumni-relAted inQuiries contAct:
Jill dAlton ’99, 207.699.5018, jdalton@meca.edu
Associate Director of Artists at Work & Director of Alumni Relations

alumni events 
+ opportunities

holidAy sAle
The MECA Holiday Sale 
is a juried showcase and 
sale that provides an 
opportunity for MECA 
students, alumni, faculty 
and staff to sell their 
unique handmade gifts 
for the holiday season 
in the Porteous Building. 
This year’s sale dates are 
December 5–6, 2014.

Visit meca.edu/holidaysale 
for more information 
and to apply.

cerAmics cAll for Art
Ceramics alumni: Watch your mailboxes for a call 
for art for a juried alumni exhibition that will take 
place during 2015 NCECA in Providence, RI.

need An intern?
Maine College of Art students can earn three academic credits 
for a supervised learning experience with a creative professional. 
Internships are 135 hours long over the course of 15 weeks 
beginning September 1, January 15, and May 15. If you would like 
to provide an opportunity, contact artistsatwork@meca.edu.

Art sAle + mecA Alumni weekend
Collect: MECA’s Fall Art Sale takes place October 8–11 in 
conjunction with MECA’s Family & Friends Weekend. For 
more information about the art sale visit meca.edu/artsale.

Alumni Print session
Spaces are still available to participate in the 2014 Alumni 
Print Session, which takes place from October 10–12. 
Lead artist will be cAitlin riordAn ’06. For more 
information, visit meca.edu/alumni/alumni-events.

liBerty mutuAl insurAnce discount
Through MECA’s relationship with Liberty Mutual, degree-
holding alumni may receive a discount on auto, 
homeowners and life insurance. For more information, go 
to libertymutual.com or contact our representative, 
Katie Sherman, toll free at 1.800.492.0769 and mention that 
you are a MECA alum.

reenie chArriere mfA ’09 had an exhibition 
titled Drawings on Paper at Domain Gallery 
in Oakland, CA and her work was 
featured in the solo exhibit Melt in 
MECA’s Artists at Work Project Window. 
She was awarded a residency by SF 
MOMA in San Francisco, as well as full 
fellowships by La Napoule Foundation 
in France and Can Serrat in Spain.

ryAn conrAd mfA ’10 published his fourth 
book, a collection of essays titled Against 
Equality: Queer Revolution, Not Mere 
Inclusion, which was celebrated with a 
booksigning launch event at MECA in May.

michel droge mfA ’10  had work included 
in the Appearances Environmental Arts 
Festival in Provincetown, MA; Seasmoke, 
at the Lewis Gallery in the Portland Public 
Library in Portland, ME; and Maine: 
Clear Northern Light at the L.C. Bates 
Museum in Hinckley, ME.

stAcy howe mfA ’10 had work 
included in Drawing 18, an international 
exhibition held at the Gallery Swiss Art 
Space in Lausanne, Switzerland.

AlexAndrA silverthorne mfA ’10 
exhibited her work at several locations in 
Washington, D.C., including (e)merge art 
fair; the Capitol Skyline Hotel; DCCAH; 
and FotoWeek DC at Studio Gallery, which 
included a photograph shot in collaboration 
with ryAn conrAd mfA ’10. Her work 

was also included in flat files at Catalyst 
Projects, and Art Romp at Anacostia 
Arts Center, both in Washington, D.C.

sArAh BouchArd mfA ’11 is an Artist 
in Residence at the Masonic Temple in 
Portland, ME, where she created a large 
multimedia installation that explored 
the presence of the feminine within the 
Masonic Order. Her solo exhibit at the 
University of Maine in Farmington Art 
Gallery included installations, painting, 
photography, video, sculpture and collage 
in an exploration of negative entities.

roBin koss mfA ’12 had an exhibition 
titled Metamorphic Landscape in the 
Library Gallery at the Printmaking Center 
of New Jersey in Branchburg, NJ.

chArley young mfA ’14 was named one 
of ARTINFO Canada’s “30 Under 30” artists. 
Young is an interdisciplinary artist who works 
in drawing, sculpture and public installation.

JArrett mellenBruch mfA ’14 installed 
Haven at DeCordova Sculpture Park 
and Museum. Haven provides an interstice 
between fine art and attention to the need 
to strengthen habitats for wild honeybees.

art ed/maT
courtney grAf '05 Art ed '07 is the 
lead teacher at Little Dolphin School 
in Westbrook, ME.

elise Bothel '10 mAt '13 was the K–5 art 
teacher at Longfellow Elementary School 
last year and will begin a new position this 
year as the art teacher at Narragansett 
Elementary School in Gorham, ME.

Ashleigh Burskey Art ed '13 has 
taught through MECA's Continuing Studies 
program and Portland Adult Education.

denA giroux mAt ’14 attended a 
workshop at Haystack Mountain School 
with Arthur Gonzalez and accepted a 
position as the K-12 art teacher at 
Forest Hills School in Jackman, ME. ●

Michel Droge MFA’10, Hasten Your Storm, oil on 
panel, 24" x 24," 2012

Maisie Maeve Myfawny Broome ’08, Popcorn, 
photo-realistic printed spandex pants suit, 2014

alumNi
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fAculty Profile
sharon portelance ’82, 
Associate Professor of 
Metalsmithing & Jewelry
Maine, seattle, new York, texas, 
Mexico, germany, Massachusetts, czech 
republic and canada—it would be easy 
to say you are fearless about new places 
and experiences! How do you instill 
this fearlessness in your students?
fear is something we live with. fearlessness 
is moving through the fear. i try to provide 
a safe environment for students to explore 
in. By asking questions, i promote inquiry 
as a method for exploration. This removes 
the notion of right or wrong and encourages 
learning through doing. i also believe in 
learning from one’s failures. if a student learns 
to evaluate and resolve a problem through 
re-making something, then failure is viewed 
as a powerful tool for learning. in this way it 
becomes a natural and an expected part of 
the process. it is also important that students 
are pushed beyond their comfort zone. Once 
successful, the idea of risk becomes a little 
more enticing. i try to instill the belief that it is 
the unknown that is full of possibility and that 
only through risk can one find something new. 

What does the word ‟integrity” mean in your 
artistic practice or in an artistic practice?
integrity is finding your voice and following 
it. integrity is continually trying to push the 
work beyond what is known or understood. 
integrity as a teacher is being direct, honest 
and compassionate with your students, 
even when it doesn’t feel good. 

an arts education places a premium on 
self-reflection and introspection to define an 
individual voice. How does a graduate then 
integrate that voice into life after Meca? 
Developing an artistic practice at meCa can 
ultimately be viewed as a metaphor for life. 
students encounter multiple successes and 
failures, learn to analyze and contextualize 
ideas and gain strong problem-solving 
skills while learning to work hard. What we 
emotionally encounter when developing 
our work —our fears and uncertainties — 
ultimately leads us to understand that 
through risk we can gain new insight. These 
are core skills and experiences that are 
critical in building a meaningful life, ones 
i hope my students carry with them. ●
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forging a 
relationsHiP 
tHrougH 
silVersMitHing
Jeffrey hermAn ’81 came to Portland School of Art (PSA) 
before it was called MECA, before it was housed in an historic 
flagship six-floor department store and before it offered courses 
such as the “Art of Business.” Today he is the owner of a highly 
successful business, Herman Silver Restoration and Conservation, 
and founder of the Society of American Silversmiths (SAS). He is 
but one of many alumni from the PSA days who went on to forge 
career paths that might have seemed atypical at the time. 

Jeff started his career while still in high school, taking night 
classes at Southern Massachusetts University (now UMass 
Dartmouth), earned his BFA at MECA, and was hired by Gorham 
Manufacturing as a designer, sample maker and technical illustrator. 
He later worked for Pilz Ltd., where he learned the art 
of restoration. He started his own business in 1984 and now enjoys 
a national reputation. His clients have included Christie’s, 
Sotheby’s and the Museum of Fine Arts. He is also environmentally 
conscious, using the safest non-toxic and organic products available.

In an article Jeff wrote in the late ’80s, he noted the need for business 
skills as well as talent: “Without a solid technical and design 
foundation, a good silversmith will never develop into a great 
silversmith. That's not only true for silversmiths, it holds true for every 
profession... Some may say after graduating: ‘Making it big in the art 
world should be immediate since I produce beautiful work; collectors 
will search me out.’ That's an incredible fallacy. If your work is 
outstanding, and you don't possess the skills to promote that talent, 
you will forever struggle.”

While at MECA, Jeff studied with hArold “hAl” schremmer, 
a studio silversmith since 1958, who taught metal arts at MECA 
and Rhode Island School of Design. Hal graduated from the School 
of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and studied at schools in 

Schwabisch-Gmund and Pforzheim, Germany. He designed and 
created elimination trophies for the America’s Cup and some of 
his work is in the Vatican. Hal was an important mentor for Jeff and 
they have maintained a close friendship over the years. When Hal, 
who just turned 86, retired, he passed on most of his tools to Jeff. The 
Society of America Silversmiths maintains the stewardship of Hal’s 
images, which can be seen on their website silversmithing.com.

Jill dAlton ’99, MECA’s Associate Director of Artists at Work 
and Director of Alumni Relations, recently visited Hal and Jeff in 
Providence, RI to interview them about their MECA experiences. 

Hal You realize you can get someone off to a very good start by 
focusing on basic techniques, rather than relying on machines to 
do the work for you. I taught my students toolmaking and studio 
organization. I was very fussy about students learning how to draw 
and express an idea through working drawings. I started them thinking 
about how to display their work. I built each student a display case 
to keep after school.

Jeff All we had were hand tools in the studio; very few automated 
tools. You need to learn the basics first—how to make a perfect box, 
how to polish. When I finished school I felt I was ready for anything.

Hal Jeff was my prize student. He was very self-motivated. 
He immediately grasped any problem I would present and 
would expand upon the concept. Jeff always picked up on something 
I would mention in class and research it further. He was more 
interested in the history of silversmithing than any other student. 
He wrote to embassies all around the world and they sent him 
catalogs on silversmithing. I remember we would meet at Giobbi’s, 
over the best eggplant in town and talk about life. I talked with Jeff 
about everything—techniques, history, his plans for after school.

Jeff Hal had a major presence. He was taller than everyone 
else. I’ll always remember the first time I saw him planishing. 
Here was this big guy making very delicate movements, glancing 
blows that burnished the metal. These techniques were so natural 
to him. Hal didn’t want to influence his students with his own 
work so he avoided showing us his slides. But when he did, we were 
blown away. The techniques and craftsmanship were amazing. 
We had never seen work like that before. The variety was amazing
—reticulation, granulation—it was truly masterful work. When 
you think about what artists like Hal know, there is no comparison. 
I received a first-rate education, learning from a master.” ●

When you think 
about what artists 
like Hal know, there 
is no comparison. 
I received a first-rate 
education, learning 
from a master.
             —Jeff hermaN '81

Harold Schremmer, Processional Cross, copper, bronze, stained glass collected from 
       bombed cathedral in Cologne, Germany, 6' x 20" x 4," 1975
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maT

fAculty Profile
fern Tavalin, Professor of Art Education 
How did you get from a B.a. degree in economics from franklin & Marshall 
to being a professor in the field of art education at Meca?
f&m is a liberal arts college. so, while my major was economics, i took several fine arts, 
language arts and foreign language classes. i especially enjoyed the sculpture studio 
and metal sculpting in particular. also, i lived in Belgium and attended a flemish high 
school for one year, with a heavy emphasis on aesthetics. The year after i graduated, 
my college built a state-of-the-art photo lab and extended its use to alumni. There, 
i found a life-long love for photography and subsequently video. 

What is the most challenging teaching experience you 
have had? What did you learn from it?
The toughest challenge i had as a teacher was analyzing student performance in 
social studies and realizing that my methods did not work. it was with that 
awareness that i turned to integrated arts and hands-on learning. i still required 
essay exams, so the tests did not change, but my method of teaching and learning 
shifted radically. as a result, student learning and engagement improved 
dramatically. from this experience, i became an active proponent of arts integration 
and project-based learning. 

Much of your professional life has been dedicated to the use of technology. 
studio art classes, currently, are tactile experiences. do you see any change in 
this facet of art education in the future? are campuses becoming irrelevant?
Your question begins with a common, mistaken assumption. my approach to technology 
is to use tactile processes alongside virtual experiences. for instance, when i designed 
technology-based summer institutes, they included workshops in book arts so that there 
was literal copying and pasting alongside the virtual. i stressed stop-motion animation 
so that students could still learn about the properties of clay and other materials along with 
the subtlety of movement that stop-motion requires. artists worked with teachers to 
build plaster body casts to project words from found poetry, generated from 
personal narratives. 
These skills and processes, 
when used in tandem 
with planning items such 
as sketching and 
storyboarding, foster the 
type of critical thinking and 
problem solving that embody new 
standards for student learning.

are campuses irrelevant? it depends upon how they are used. Our maT candidates 
need on-site mentoring for the first semester. student teaching is another matter, 
though. This year, we sent three people out of state, one as far away as san francisco. 
Given the current state of telecommunication, distance supervision works, and having 
classroom experiences in other locations enhances our seminar discussions. ● 

art 
education

maT

Are campuses irrelevant? 
It depends upon how they 
are used. 
     –ferN TaValiN

teAch whAt you love

meCa’s newly accredited ten-month master 
of arts in Teaching (maT) program offers an 
exceptional program for artists who wish to 
teach. The maT, which grew out of meCa’s 
art education certification program, has 
been approved by the National association 
of schools of art and Design (NasaD) 
and the state of maine. The program is 
designed so that participants meet maine’s 
requirements for initial teacher certification 
while getting the critical and creative 
engagement expected at the graduate level. 

from the first day of class, teacher 
candidates interact with children and youths 
in a variety of schools and community 
settings, such as museums, summer school 
programs and nonprofit organizations, 
to provide a rich learning environment for 
arts-integrated explorations. maT 
candidates also learn education theory, 
history and methods. student teaching 
internships in the spring semester prepare 
candidates to begin their careers 
as confident art educators. Candidates 
are selected on the basis of a strong 
art portfolio and the academic potential 
to complete a master’s program.

To learn more about our innovative art 
education initiatives, please visit our blog 
arted.meca.edu.

for information on the art education program 
at meCa, please contact arted@meca.edu.

rosemAry ellis mAt ’14, who was one of 
the first ten students to graduate from meCa 
with a maT degree, came to the program 
with a degree in architecture and had 
previously illustrated two children’s books. 
she said, “although these traits will benefit 
my development as an educator, it is 
my dedication to a process-driven attitude 
towards art that i hope will aid me in 
establishing a classroom where students 
feel challenged, supported and passionate 
enough to create meaningful art 
for themselves.”

Anne 
sAffron 
ʼ13, mAt ’14 
loads the kiln 
in her student 
teaching 
placement 
at riverton 
school, 
portland, me. 
anne's mentor 
teacher, Chad 
hart, earned 
his post-
baccalaureate 
teaching 
certificate 
at meCa 
in 2010.

creating 
a legacY
MECA is pleased to announce the mArgAret liBBy stAndley ’52 
Endowed Scholarship for deserving students from the Greater Portland 
area who intend to teach K–12 art or enter the MAT program. 

Peg Libby Standley grew up in South Portland, Maine, and graduated 
from the School of Fine and Applied Art of the Portland Society 
of Art in 1952, now MECA, with a degree in Art Education. To 
obtain her teaching certificate, she attended the University of Maine 
at Orono and graduated in 1953. From 1954–1956, she served
as the kindergarten through high school art supervisor for the Maine 
towns of Camden, Thomaston and Rockport. Following her marriage 
to UMO graduate Peter Standley, his career took them out West 
and eventually to Connecticut where they raised three children. 

At a recent visit with President Don Tuski and VP for Advancement 
Beckie Conrad at Peg's home, Peg recalled her PSA days with 
fondness, especially her classmates, faculty and the strong foundation 
skills she learned. She shared pieces from her original portfolio 
as well as her PSA yearbooks. While raising her children, Peg was 
active as a Girl Scout Leader. She created over 60 historic Girl Scout 
costumes, using original fabrics whenever possible, and installed 
displays for the Girl Scouts of Connecticut Museum. Peg also 
developed a puppet theater that 
performed for many civic organizations 
over the years. Currently, she is designing 
and building an inch-to-the-foot replica 
of her childhood home.

Peg endowed a scholarship for aspiring 
teachers from the Greater Portland 
area in recognition of the scholarships 
she received to attend PSA. In 
receiving the gift, President Tuski said, “We are deeply 
grateful to Peg Standley and her family for this gift to the endowment 
that provides income in perpetuity for our scholarship program. 
The College’s strategic plan calls for increased endowment growth 
to $20 million and this gift is an important step in building the future 
of the College.” ●

We are deeply grateful to Peg Standley and 
her family for this gift to the endowment 
that provides income in perpetuity for our 
scholarship program.
             —DON Tuski, presiDeNT 

February 17–20, 2015
April 21–24, 2015

art immersion camps for youth during 
school vacation weeks.

p
h

O
T

O
: r

e
G

a
N

 C
h

a
s

e
 ʼ1

4

President Don Tuski and Margaret Libby Standley ’52

meca.edu/smartcamp
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CONTiNuiNG sTuDies

cs fAll term 

Adult courses + workshoPs
september 15–December 12

youth courses 
October 4–November 22

for more information on fall ’14 
Cs programming, please visit 
meca.edu/cs or call 207.699.5061.

NeWs Briefs
Judy kAne: cs student hAs solo exhiBition
meCa trustee and longtime Cs student Judy kAne had her first 
solo show at key Bank in monument square in portland, me. The 
show ran June 6–30. 

wednesdAy mornings: recent work 
By the mill PAinters At mecA
The mill painters group is a collection of artists who met through 
Janet manyan's portrait painting classes and formed a weekly 
painting group at the Dana Warp mill in Westbrook, me. Their group 
exhibition, held from June 18 to august 29 in the Charles C. Thomas 
Gallery at meCa, was dedicated to JAnet mAnyAn. participating 
artists included meredith cough ’89, mAriA cAnning, tim 
reimensnyder ’84, Betsy ellimAn, lyn meAns, PAtty lAge, 
doug Jones, PriscillA stevens, sArA grAy, Bronwyn sAle 
and kAthy wAgner.

cs youth essAy 
contest winners
meCa held its first 
student essay contest 
designed to foster 
a discussion of art 
among young people 
in maine. full summer 
camp scholarships 
were offered to the 
two students who 
best answered the 
essay question, 
“What would a 
summer of making art 
at meCa mean to 
you? how do you 
feel this experience 
would benefit your 
creative growth?” 
meCa received 
dozens of great 
essays from high 
school and middle 
school students 
around the state. cAitlyn duffy of Gorham high school and 
Arun devon of king middle school were selected as the lucky 
recipients. Their winning essays can be read at meca.edu/news.

CREATE III the AnnuAl continuing studies exhiBition
CREATE III showcases select works by current Cs faculty and 
students. This eclectic array of art will be on view on the first floor 
of the porteous Building from september 4–30.

CONTiNuiNG sTuDies

continuing studies Profile
Courtney Cook, 
Director of Continuing Studies
as she nears her one-year anniversary at maine College of art, 
Director of Continuing studies Courtney Cook reflects that it’s 
been a “wonderful whirlwind.”  

Within her first six months, Cook established two vacation smarT 
camps, launched a youth essay contest, moved summer 
offerings from a half day to a full day model, expanded the course 
schedule from six to eight weeks and shifted the age groups for 
kids from two to three sections to allow classroom focus to be more 
developmentally appropriate. as Cook notes, “Younger kids really 
need tactile experience with materials, whereas middle school kids 
prefer to solve real world problems through art.” Course offerings such 
as the “Chain reaction” class, in which students use art, engineering, 
creative energy sourcing, collaboration and problem solving to 
complete a unique multi-faceted chain reaction sculpture, are just 
some of the ways Cook hopes to better meet these unique needs.  

Beyond youth programming, Cook is invested in creating the 
strongest Continuing studies department possible. she brought 
new Continuing studies faculty to the College, as well as developed 
classes in woodworking, blacksmithing and stained glass that 
hadn’t been offered in recent years. in addition, Cook scheduled 
more graphic design workshops and expanded the literary 
courses to include offerings such as playwriting.  

a brand new initiative under Cook’s leadership is the inclusion of 
culinary arts. “portland is such a foodie town," she explains. “i 
wanted to capture some of that energy and excitement.” focused 
on the artistry of food, Cook reached out to local businesses and 
specific chefs to develop courses such as “pastry perfection” in 
partnership with Tara smith of standard Bakery, and “microbrewing” 
with Chresten sorensen of Bunker Brewing Company, as well as a 
course on food blogging with susan axelrod of maineToday.com.  

looking ahead, Cook plans to continue broadening the vision of 
Continuing studies. she intends to offer greater variety among courses 
from semester to semester and across disciplines, including master 
courses for more advanced artists. Overall, her goal is to flesh 
out each discipline, creating a greater trajectory in which students 
can progress as they gain skills. under her stewardship, students with 
little or no background in art, and particularly underserved populations, 
will find a landing place at meCa and a clear pathway for 
progress. “i want to make it easy for people to walk through the 
doors and experience the beauty and magic of meCa.” ●

Tim Reimensnyder ’84, Rene, oil on panel, 10" x 12," 2014
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in honor of nationally known 
artist Dahlov ipcar (b. 1917), in 
collaboration with master printer 
David Wolfe, of Wolfe editions 
(wolfeeditions.com). each print 
is valued at $1,500. available 
for a limited time for $1,250 each. 

Proceeds benefit mecA’s 
student scholarship fund. 

Odalisque, woodblock print, 15”h x 
27”w (draft image), 2014

Limited edition of 100, signed and 
numbered by the artist.

mAine college of Art Presents

A limited edition Print by dahlov ipcar

Call 207.699.5015 to purchase or 
for more information.

like What 
You see? 
Annual gifts are put to use as they come 
in each year, making them a critical 
complement to the endowment, which is 
invested for the long term. Endowment 
income currently provides approximately 
2% of our operating budget each year. 
The Annual Fund is essential as it 
bridges the remaining, sizable gap. Every 
year the Annual Fund begins at $0. 
We depend on your support to build it up.

maiNe COlleGe Of arT 
relies  ON aNNual fuND 
GifTs TO susTaiN aND 
GrOW Our prOGrams. 
YOur parTiCipaTiON is 
CruCial TO Our suCCess.
Every gift, from $1 to $1 million, 
makes a difference.

Support student scholarships, visiting 
artists, lectures, Continuing Studies classes, 
art education programs and more. 
Make your own transformative gift today.

Mail your check or visit meca.edu/donate to 
make a safe and secure one-time or recurring 
gift online. For other giving options, including 
gifts of stock, sponsorship opportunities and 
including MECA in your will, please contact:

rebecca swanson Conrad,
Vice President for 
Institutional Advancement

maine College of art
522 Congress street
portland, maine 04101
207.699.5017
bconrad@meca.edu

Porteous first floor + Zand Head gallery 

For more information, contact Dietlind at 

dvanderschaaf@meca.edu or call 207.699.5012.

creAte iii
Maine College of Art's

+ + + +  3rD aNNual + + + +
CONTiNuiNG sTuDies 

exhiBiTiON

feaTuriNG WOrk BY CONTiNuiNG sTuDies sTuDeNTs + faCulTY

sepTemBer 4 – 30, 2014
meca.edu/continuing-studies
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educating artists for life
A new mission, vision And core 
vAlues define A new erA

eXPloring tHe intersection 
of art + Music
A trAnsformAtive gift from the crewe 
foundAtion creAtes the cutting edge

522 CONGRESS STREET
PORTLAND, MAINE 04101

summer + fall 2014

collect.
MAINE COLLEGE OF ART’S 

FALL ART SALE 2014

–build your art collection

A benefit for mecA’s scholarship fund and to support local artists.
collect is free and 
open to the public.

october 8–11, 2014
thursday, friday + saturday 
10am–8pm
invitational Preview 
october 8

Join us for COlleCT: meCa’s 2014 fall art sale featuring the work 
of meCa faculty, students, alumni and others. Build your collection 
with  a wide range of work in a variety of media by emerging and 
established artists while supporting meCa’s scholarship fund and 
participating artists. for more information: meca.edu/artsale


