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MFA AT A GLANCE

Graduate study at MECA offers an immersive,  
interdisciplinary, and supportive learning environment  
for artists who are passionate about taking risks,  
thinking critically and advancing their careers.
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MASTER OF FINE ARTS IN STUDIO ART 

+ Choose from full-time MFA in Studio Art or low residency option

+  Emphasis on developing a studio practice that is  
grounded in contemporary art history and critical issues 

+ Immersive Summer and Winter intensives

+ Trimester structure

+  Only 15 students accepted each year allows for a remarkably 
high degree of engagement and access to faculty compared  
to other MFA programs

+  Carefully selected Studio Advisor for Fall and Spring  
trimesters in your home studio

+ Engaged core faculty 

+ 24/7 access to studios and facilities

+  Year-round on-site studios available for students who prefer  
to live locally and work within our low-residency model 

+  Online and in-person course work emphasizes research,  
experimentation, reflection, collaboration, and engaged  
problem-solving

+  Designed for artists looking for a transformative learning  
experence who are passionate about risk-taking and  
thinking critically through their practice

+ May Thesis Residency for graduating students

+  Thesis exhibition and final thesis defense in MECA’s  
Institute of Contemporary Art

+ Rigorous written and published thesis 

 PROGRAM STRUCTURE

+  Two years of in-depth structured course and studio work  
with periods of on and off campus study 

+ Structure promotes flexibility and independence 

+  Build a sustainable professional practice and earn an MFA  
while maintaining personal obligations 

FACILITIES

MFA students have access to all studio and shop facilities  
that MECA offers. 

CORE FACULTY

MECA’s Core faculty provide consistent voices throughout  
the two-year experience. MFA Faculty are studio practitioners,  
art historians, and curators — a cross-disciplinary mix of  
voices who are experienced in their field and in the classroom. 

CURRENT CORE FACULTY INCLUDE: 

+  Lauren Fensterstock

+  Lars Jerlach

+  Adriane Herman

+  Mitchell Rasor

+  Julie Poitras Santos

+  Gail Spaien

+  Christopher Stiegler

STUDIO ADVISORS 

From their home studios, students work one-on-one with a 
Non-Resident Studio Advisor (NRSA) who is carefully selected  
to support and critique the development of their work.  

RECENT NRSAS INCLUDE:

2014

+  Greta Bank

+  Matthew Barton

+  Adam Brown

+  John Early

+  Anne Emlein

+  Lauren Fensterstock

+ Daniel Fuller

+ Sean Glover

+ Hilary Irons

+ Elizabeth Jabar

+  Lars Jerlach

+  George LaRou

+  Honour Mack

+  Libby Rowe

+  Julie Poitras Santos

+  Simone Paterson

+ Sharon Portelance

+  Jennie Shanker

+  Gail Spaien

+  Andrea Sulzer

+  Ling-Wen Tsai

2013

VISITING ARTISTS  

Each summer the MFA program brings nationally and internationally 
known artists to lecture, teach, curate, and critique with students 
during an interdisciplinary Summer Intensive.  

RECENT VISITING ARTISTS INCLUDE: 

2014

+  Abigail DeVille

+  Sharon Hayes

+  Rick Lowe

+  Michael Oatman

+  Richard Renaldi

+  Jay Sanders

+  Lisa Sigal

+  Trevor Smith

2013

+  Laylah Ali

+  Jim Drain

+  Spencer Finch

+  Kate Gilmore

+  Jennifer Gross

+  Alix Lambert

+  William Villalongo

+  William Wegman

ADMISSIONS

Application Requirements: a completed application form;  
a non-refundable application fee; a portfolio of up to 20 images 
of recent artwork; a letter of intent; a full CV or resume; two 
letters of recommendation; and transcripts from all graduate 
and undergraduate institutions attended.

International students add: all documents in English, and proof 
of English proficiency if English is not your first language, 
TOEFL or IELTS scores.

A detailed list of materials required to complete an application 
to the Master of Fine Arts in Studio Art program can be found 
online at meca.edu/apply.

DEADLINES

Priority application deadline: February 6 

Rolling Admissions: After February 6 

Summer Housing Application deadline: May 1

MFA TUITION & FEES: 2014-15

Tuition: $30,260*

Fees: $350

 *  This year we have increased our institutional scholarships and  
grants by 10%. This has enabled us to lower the average tuition  
cost to $18,000 – before any outside federal or state aid.

SUMMER HOUSING

Shepley Residence Hall houses 60 students in suite-style 
accommodations. Each apartment includes a kitchen,  
living room, bathroom, and one or two shared bedrooms.

FINANCIAL AID, SCHOLARSHIPS, MERIT GRANTS,  
AND LOANS

MECA offers several types of financial aid to help offset the costs 
of tuition and fees. Aid is in the form of merit grants and federal 
loans, teaching assistantships, scholarships, and work-study 
opportunities. One hundred percent of MFA students receive at 
least one type of grant aid. For more information on scholarships, 
financial aid, and federal loan options, contact finaid@meca.edu.

ACCREDITATION

NASAD – National Association of Art and Design 

NEASC – New England Association of Schools and Colleges 

ARTISTS AT WORK

Artists at Work is a center that connects students and alumni  
to internships, jobs, commissions, professional development 
opportunities, and residencies.  We provide students with  
the skills, opportunities, and experiences to be professionals  
for life. At MECA, we want you to make art and make a living.

For more information, please visit us online at meca.edu/mfa.

Artists are essential to a healthy 
community—we are the problem 
solvers! MECA has allowed me the 
freedom to discover my artistic practice 
but also has been supportive of every  
hair brained scheme I have; The faculty, 
administration and students, BFA and  
MFA alike, are there to support you,  
in success and beautiful failure. The 
beauty of a small school is that we can 
BBQ with the president, put a bee  
hive on the roof as an art project, and 
meet incredible artists, all in one day!
PILAR NADAL // MFA ’13 // PORTLAND, ME

+  Adam Brown

+  James Cambronne

+  Anna Collette

+  Lauren Fensterstock

+  Adriane Herman

+  Cassie Jones

+ Justin Kirchoff

+ Ron Leax

+ Honour Mack

+ Adam Manley

+  Rita McKeough

+  Pard Morrison

+  Amy Podmore

+  Joao Ribas

+  Raechell Smith

+  Aaron Stephan MFA ‘02

+ Ling-Wen Tsai

+  Deborah Wing-Sproul 

CONTACT US

Our office hours are: Monday-Friday, 9am - 5pm (EST) 
800.699.1509

mfa@meca.edu or visit meca.edu/mfa for more  
information on MECA’s graduate program degree  
requirements, curriculum, financial aid, scholarship  
opportunities, housing, tuition, and application process.

Email visit@meca.edu to schedule a personalized  
campus tour.

COVER:  JOHN GARDINER, MFA ’14
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